
Scratchings 
From The 
Pen…… 
 
November 2013:  a memo and scribbles from 
and for members of the Pen & Sword Club 

 
RAF & RN news teams race to Typhoon 
Haiyan disaster area 
 

Media wait for the RAF’s C17 to give birth to a pair of Land Rovers at Cebu 

 
Both the Royal Air Force and the Royal Navy despatched news teams to the 
Philippines following the Typhoon Haiyan disaster.  First on the ground was a C17 of 
the Royal Ai Force with members of 7644 Squadron RAuxAF on board.  The Royal 
Navy also sent a mobile news team out to provide cover for HMS Daring, which has 
been diverted from a South China Seas exercise. 
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The RAF Mobile News Team returned after a few days from a 
14,000 mile journey to cover the delivery of aid by the RAF to 
the ravaged Philippines writes Squadron Leader Dylan Eklund, 
of 7644 Squadron, pictured right.  The mission started in the 
early hours of 15 November, an icy breeze cutting right 
through the team as they captured the loading of vehicles 
aboard a C17 transport aircraft ahead of a media facility with 
the Secretary of State for International Development, Justine 
Greening MP. 
 
Packed to the rafters with 45 tonnes of cargo comprising primarily of vehicles, by the time the 
giant C17 left Brize the MNT had been on the road for eight and a half hours. Over the course 
of the next 55 hours they would travel 14,000 miles and spend 42 hours airborne. If only the 
RAF issued Air Miles! 
 
Led by Dylan the team was made up of fellow Reservist Flying Officer Tony Durrant and 
photographers Sergeant Ralph Merry and SAC Ben Lees.  For Tony, the task started just six 
hours after he had returned from the Middle East covering Remembrance events.  
The media contingent also included a party of five from Sky News, the Press Association and 
the Sunday Mirror, three of whom later 
stayed behind at Cebu (although Sky kindly 
left a video camera so eager were they to 
escape).  
 
With little room to lie down in the back of the 
jet little sleep was captured as the C17 flew 
first to the Middle East and then on to a 

military base in Singapore where 
the temperature and humidity 
were in stark contrast to Brize 
earlier in the day.  
 
Above:  7644's Tony Durrant 
interviews C17 captain at 
Cebu and Left:  The RAF MNT 
work on images and text in 
the cargo bay of a C17 on 
return to Singapore 
 
After a quick refuel and change 
of crew the C17 departed on the 
final leg into Cebu, some 3.5 
hours away. En-route a dilemma 
arose - only two seats were 
available in the cockpit to 
capture the 'money shot' of the 
approach into the airport. One 
seasoned cameraman had 
already agreed with the crew on 

the previous leg that he would have a seat, which had then been presented as a done deal to 
the next. Following a robust discussion and some helpful flexibility from the aircraft Captain all 
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was resolved, and video and stills were captured over the shoulder of the RAF pilots as they 
landed. 
 
Once on the ground the Loadmaster opened the door, turned and said 'you better take a look 
at this Sir'. Sure enough a gaggle of media were striding purposefully across the tarmac 
toward the jet with the British Ambassador and DFID personnel. Stepping off the jet to greet 
them the cameramen made side steps worthy of a Welsh fly-half to get onto the jet to film the 
cargo.  Once they realised there was little to film in the cramped space some semblance of 
order was restored and they congregated at the rear of the jet to film the cargo offload. With 
the MNT photographers capturing imagery and Tony interviewing all and sundry, OC MNT 
sought to ensure the media were getting the imagery and interviews they require 
 
The area around Cebu had not been hit by the worse effect of the Typhoon but the 3-star 
base commander made a point of shaking hands with RAF personnel to express his gratitude 
at the arrival of the aid. Within a couple of hours the C17 was airborne again and headed 
back to Singapore.  
 
The sheer size of the cavernous hold of the cargo aircraft was now apparent, the team editing 
images and writing copy in the air to transmit back to the UK from Singapore. 
With, for once, an uninterrupted BGAN signal the material was fired off to the UK in one go 
followed by a collective sigh of relief and some much needed rest.  
 
Lieutenant Jenny Edge, RN and a mobile RN news team was despatched to the 
Philippines to provide cover for HMS Daring, pictured which is searching for sites 
where her sailors can make a difference.   The Type 45 destroyer’s Lynx helicopter has 
been active in scouting in the most badly affected areas.  The Lynx will also be used to 
fly shelter kits, food and medical supplies to remote areas.  
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Club scores a bulls-eye as we hit the 
membership target in four-year campaign  
 
300 members on the books: Deserved recognition with affiliations to 
City of London Guild of PR Practitioners & USAF Centre of Excellence 
 
The Pen & Sword Club achieved its target of 300 
members on November 12 after a four-year campaign to 
put the organisation well and truly on the 
communications map.   
 
Club National Chairman, Colonel Mike Peters described 
the event as “ a magic moment” particularly as it came 
as a very pleasant birthday present.    
 
Mike added:  “ ‘The Pen’ has come a long way and our 
reputation continues to grow.  We are delighted to have 
earned an affiliation to the City of London Guild of Public 
Relations Practitioners and look forward a long and 
fruitful collaboration.   At the same time the club has 
also linked with The University of the Air in the USA and 
the Centre of Excellence for Media Operations of the 
United States Air Force.” 
 
Guild of PR Practitioners Master Jonathon Chandler and Past Master Brian Moore have 
both accepted honorary membership of the club with Jon taking the honour of being 
our Member Number 300.  
 
Says Mike:  “We are a repository of knowledge of military media operations stretching 
back from before the Troubles in Northern Ireland, through the Falklands Islands 
conflict and the campaigns that have followed.   Indeed, in this issue of Scratchings we 
go back even further as we cover the adventures of two of our members as they 
handled the public information aspects of the Indonesian Confrontation of the Sixties 
as well as events of more recent times. “ 
 
Media operations are now a recognised and necessary military skill and within the UK 
Ministry of Defence the other aspects of information operations – including strategic 
messaging, influence ops and psy ops has become part of the communications mix.  Hence 
the advent of the Defence Media Operations Centre and those who are showing a mastery of 
the complexities of social media.  It is interesting to note that not so long ago one of our Vice 
Presidents was predicting that in the future the paper press release would disappear and 
social media will become the medium for news. 
 
The growth of citizen journalism is also posing its problems and opportunities.  There is no 
complacency within our ranks about the need to master this new skill and use it to advantage.  
Nor is there any reluctance to embrace the electronic world.   

 
2014 Diary 
 
In 2014 the club is planning an open seminar to debate the way ahead. To avoid the 
problems of 2012 the date will be scheduled after the major autumn exercises so that we can 
double the attendance of members and interested parties.  The club is looking to sponsorship 
for this event to keep costs to a minimum and attendance at a maximum. 
 
The coming year will feature the 70th anniversary of D-Day and we are investigating the 
viability of an outing to Arromanches to tread the old media ops grounds of the 40th, 50th and 
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60th anniversary commemorations when so many of our members played significant roles.   
Accommodation is limited around the June 2014 anniversary date so we are discussing how 
best to make a sortie across the Channel in a time frame that will suit our serving members 
who are much involved in the official event.    
 
Costings are an important factor and we have a number of solutions which include joining an 
existing commercial tour or mustering members who are prepared to take fellow members in 
their vehicles on a shared expenses basis.  All ideas are welcomed. 
 
The club has responded to members who would like to get together next year and we will 
move the June club lunch to Tuesday, June 3. We had planned to hold the event on the 
anniversary day but all our usual venues are unavailable due to the number of D-Day events.  
The venue will be The Rifles Club in Davies Street in Central London (off Bond Street) and 
we already have Nigel Smales, whose father “Smiler “ Smales landed on D-Day armed with a 
camera, ready to tell us tales of that momentous day.   
 
Nigel, one of the club’s honorary members, has written a book on his father’s experiences 
and has studied the role of the British Army’s Army Film & Photographic Unit during the 
Second World war.   His book is book is a good read.   
 
In addition we have invited the Imperial War 
Museum’s Hilary Roberts.   Hilary, an Honorary 
Member of the club is Head Curator of the 
museum’s photographic archive and specialises 
in the history of war photography and modern 
conflict. Please put this date in your diaries. 
 
The year also sees official commemorations of 
the start of World War 1 and, following The Guns 
of August, the club hopes to have a major turnout 
at The Cenotaph Parade in November.   
 
This year the club again marched in the central 
London Parade and, it is far to say, was quite 
amazed at the camaraderie in the ranks of the 
thousands who marched and by the applause of 
the many more thousands lining the streets. 
 
‘The Pen’ marched behind the sole 
representative of Popski’s Private Army.  A 
sprightly 94 year old, accompanied by his 
daughter, his bemedalled chest was a silent 
tribute to those who undertook clandestine 
operations in World War 2.   Behind us we were 
our colleagues of The Black & White Club led by former TAPIO Commanding Officer, Colonel 
Colin Mason.  The two clubs merged their after march celebrations at Covent Garden and 
exchanged war stories. 
 
In 2014 it will be an especial privilege to march and salute those who never came back, who 
lost their health and the best days of their youth.  And to remember and support the bereaved 
families.  We will honour too all those who have served Queen & Country. 
 
If you have any ideas for additional events in 2014 please make contact with the club and 
make the difference. 
 
Burden of Management 
 
As the club has grown the burden of management has also increased and consequently there 
has been a need to improve the infrastructure.  Last summer the club called for volunteers to 
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share the load and as a result we will set out into the New Year with a new Management 
Board to support the President, Hugh Colver and the National Chairman.    
 
The Club’s Regional Chairs will also serve on the Board together with the Executive Vice 
Presidents, Colonel Bob Purvis and Lieutenant Colonel Graham Barnett plus the club 
secretary and treasurer, Major Doreen Cadwallader. 
 

 
 
In 2014 there will be three Deputy National Chairs to support the President and the National 
Chairman.   The club has been fortunate in three volunteers who will help manage our future - 
Captain Mike Davis-Marks RN, above centre, Group Captain Alan Lockwood, right, and Major 
John Boyes, pictured left.     
 
Mike, is a former Director of Public Relations (RN) and a nuclear submariner:  Al Lockwood, 
was the British spokesman during Gulf War 2 and is a former Tornado pilot: while John Boyes 
relinquishes the South East regional chair to put his knowledge of the Reserves and his 
communications experience of the automotive world and Service charities at our disposal.   
John has spent the last few years looking after the finances of the Bomber Command 
Memorial Fund as well as working on his second book about RAF IRBMs. 
 
In 2013 the Club has been fortunate to also attract the service of two principal players in the 
MoD media ops world.  We have two new Vice Presidents in Brigadier Nick Orr, pictured left 
and Air Commodore Harry Atkinson, right, who occupy the roles of heads of media & 

communications for their 
respective services.   
 
The club has also made 
contact and welcomed as 
a guest at our House of 
Commons lunch, Mr. 
Stephen Jolly, the new 
Director of Media & 
Communications within the 
Ministry of Defence.  
 
Our Honorary Membership 
has also grown and two 
further Members of 

Parliament have joined us along with a number of big 
players in the defence industry world.  
 
In the meantime please open your diaries and book December 10 for the club’s end of year 
get-together at The Army & Navy Club in St. James, London.   
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The club still needs volunteers to take an active part in the organisation of events.  If you can 
spare some time please contact the National Chairman, Colonel Mike Peters on 01483 
281822 or michaelpcoms@btinternet.com 
 

 

Affiliation with The City of London PR Guild 
 
The Pen & Sword Club is pleased to confirm its affiliation 
to the City of London Guild of Public Relations 
Practitioners - one of the first City of London Guilds to 
be created in the 21st Century.  The Guild seeks to strike 
the right balance between old and new: promoting modem 
best practice in public relations while upholding the unique 
spirit and values that have sustained the Livery over the 
centuries. 
 
We look forward to a long and fruitful association in which 
members of both organisations can exchange visits and 
attend events.  In a spirit of co-operation the Club has invited 
the current Master and Past Masters of the Guild to membership of ‘The Pen’ and hopes that 
Guild members with a defence interests will also seek to join our associate category.   
 
Public Relations is an essential activity in the City of London and the UK is a world leader in 
this profession, so it seemed entirely appropriate that public relations professionals should 
take the first step towards creating a Livery Company in June 2000. 
 
The Guild aims are to: 
 

• Promote charitable endeavours, raising money and providing support for the Guild's 
Charitable Trust and other charities. 

• Promote the value of public relations and propagate its use, especially in the City and 
for the benefit of the City of London. 

• Develop support for education for both the younger and the more established public 
relations practitioners, including a mentoring scheme. 

• Foster good fellowship and discussion in the profession. 
 
The Guild of Public Relations Practitioners is part of the modern City of London Livery 
movement that is believed to have had its origins in this country before 1066. Guilds (or 
mysteries, from the Latin 'misterium', meaning professional skill) flourished throughout Europe 
for many centuries. 'Livery' refers to uniform clothing as means of identification. 'Guild' derives 
from the Saxon word for payment, since membership of these fraternities was (and is) paid 
for. 
 
The early companies were the medieval equivalent of trading standards departments, 
checking quality of goods and weights and measures. They also controlled imports, set 

wages and working conditions and trained apprentices.  
 
Former Master of the PR Guild, Stephen Jolly, left, is 
Director of Media & Communications at the Ministry of 
Defence. 
 
After many years of fierce dispute, an order of precedence 
for livery companies was finally settled in 1515, starting 
with Mercers at number one. Today City street names - 
such as Milk Street, Bread Street, Ironmonger Lane, 
Poultry, Cloth Fair and Mason's Avenue - mark the sites 
where it all began.  
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Trade and craft associations have flourished all over Europe for many centuries, but the City 
of London companies, now collectively known as the Livery, are unique in their survival, 
number and diversity. 
 
The social and economic conditions which gave birth to the original guilds have long since 
been overtaken by the development of industry and commerce, but the livery companies still 
flourish today as living institutions. Their survival has been achieved by doing what they have 
always done: fostering their trade in a wide context, serving the community, and embracing 
modern skills and professions. 
 

 

US Air Force Center of Excellence links with   
‘The Pen’ 
 

The Pen & Sword Club strengthened its international 
connections in October with a link between the US Air 
Force Center of Public Affairs Excellence (PACE) and its 
Director Aaron Henninger, pictured left.   
 
Aaron has served with the USAF on multiple continents, 
including the United Kingdom, and has led teams in 
telling the air force story to the world.  From professional 
communicators at the lead fighter wing for air operations 
in Afghanistan to a deployed environment in Iraq 
communicating during crisis, to a Stateside operation 
that involved budget cuts, plus human interest and 
national policy Aaron learned the value of strategic 
planning, team building and the tenacity that is required 

to communicate at the highest levels.    
 
Aaron took over the direction of the Center of Excellence at the Air University based 
at Maxwell Field in Alabama in June 2012.  He previously served at HQ United States 
Africa Command.   Aaron’s experience includes work as a senior communicator with 
Northrop Grumman Corporation and he remains the Principal of the Churchill 
Consulting Group. 
 
Educating Airmen on telling their story, and the broader Air Force story, is part of the 
mission of the United States Air Force Public Affairs Center of Excellence. 
Established in 1998, PACE instructors provide public affairs-related education and training 
through the continuum of both officer and enlisted professional military education. 
 
Through the years, PACE has educated more than 45,000 students at Squadron Officer 
School, Air Command and Staff College, Air War College, the Ira C. Eaker Center for 
Professional Development and the Air Force Senior Noncommissioned Officer Academy.  
Recently, instructors had the opportunity to advise 17 senior trial counsel prosecutors on 
how to improve their communication skills, communicate their missions through the news 
media and effectively communicate how their narrative fits into the overall mission of the Air 
Force.  
 
"In this age of instantaneous information flow, every Department of Defense action, public 
remark, written statement or image directly affects both U.S. and global perceptions of our 
nation, its activities and intentions," said Aaron.   "It's our job to research and think of 
creative new ways to engage with both the American people and audiences worldwide to 
ensure we are ready to educate our students in an ever changing media environment."  
 
The STC-SVU course, like others taught by PACE instructors, focused on familiarising 
students with communication responsibilities and resources, ensuring they comprehend 
how local and national news media operate and the value of working with them, applying 
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the concepts of effects based operations in developing communication objectives, and 
demonstrating the ability to apply tactics, techniques and procedures, and message-
development knowledge during a media interview.  

 

   
"The PACE training was extraordinarily beneficial," said the Air Force's Chief Senior 
Counsel, Lt. Col. Brian Thompson. "It ensures that our counsel can deliver their, and the Air 
Force's, message concisely and persuasively in an unfamiliar media environment."  

 
Since effective communication is essential in building and maintaining public trust and 
support for military operations, and directly enhances the global influence and deterrence 
capabilities of the United States, and its allies and strategic partners, ensuring joint and 
international partners receive the latest education on effective communication is also a key 
principle of the PACE team.  
 
In a recent speech, the assistant to the secretary of defense for public affairs, Dr. George 
Little, reminded military and civilian leaders of their responsibility for effective 
communication. "Commanders must work with reporters and understand that their reporting 
has a real effect on the public's opinion of the military.” 
 
The instructors at PACE are on the front lines of this effort to aid military leaders in meeting 
this responsibility," said Maj. Davina Petermann, the individual mobilization augmentee to 
the PACE director.  PACE also provides instruction to the Wing Commanders Course, 
Group Commanders Course, International Officers School and Incident Management 
Course among others.  
 
"Though Airmen are the main students to benefit from PACE education and training, federal 
agency representatives and students from other services and countries also participate in 
PACE courses," said Petermann.  
 
"By working with our joint and international partners through education, we are able to 
support enhanced communications of both local and worldwide operations and improve 
international students' capability to communicate the strategies of 
their governments." 
 
Through the annual Joint Land, Aerospace, and Sea Simulation 
Exercise, PACE instructors have provided media education and 
training to at least 30 general officers still on active duty in each 
of the service branches, to include Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff General Martin Dempsey. 
 
"Every Airman, regardless of specialty, must understand and be 
able to explain how they contribute to providing unparalleled 
Airpower to our Nation. Each Airman has a compelling story that 
needs to be told," said Chief of Staff of the U.S. Air Force General 
Mark A. Welsh III, pictured right. "Tell your story." 
 

 

There are long ties between the Air University and the UK. RAF students who attend 
Air War College and Air Command and Staff College hold an event each year at the 
base Officer’s Club in commeroate the Battle of Britian.      
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New Honorary Members 
 
Mr. James Gray, Member of Parliament for North Wiltshire, who 
kindly acted as Host at the Club’s summer lunch in the House Of 
Commons, joins our parliamentary group as a former member of the 
Honourable Artillery Company and the chairman of the All 
Parliamentary Group for the Armed Forces, the largest APPG in 
Parliament.  
 
James was seven years with the HAC, the oldest regiment of the 
Territorial Army, and served on its Court of Assistants from 2002-07.  
He is a life Vice President of the HAC Saddle Club and a graduate of 
the Armed Forces Parliamentary Scheme and of the Royal College of 

Defence Studies. 
 
His prize-winning thesis “Crown versus Parliament; Who decides on going to war” was 
published as a Seaford House paper in 2003.   
 
James served on the Environmental and Transport Select Committee until his shadow 
ministerial career began with his appointment as a Conservative Whip in 2000 and then as a 
Shadow Minister for Defence in 2001.  He served as a Shadow Minister for the Countryside 
from 2002-05 and after the 2005 election as Shadow Secretary of State for Scotland.  He is 
currently a member of the Procedure Select Committee, Commons Finance and Services 
Committee and the Speakers’ Panel. 
 
Colonel Bob Stewart, DSO, Member of Parliament for Beckham was commissioned into 
the Cheshire regiment in 1969 and as a young officer guarded Rudolf Hess in Spandau 
Prison, Berlin.  He served in Northern Ireland 
both as an Intelligence Officer and as a 
company commander.   
 
He was the incident commander for the 
Dropping Well bombing in Ballykelly.  For his 
conduct during this incident this he received a 
personal commendation from the GOC NI.  
He went on to become Commanding Officer 
of 1st Battalion the Cheshire Regiment.   
 
Bob was a British Commander with the United Nations Forces in Bosnia in 1992 and it was 
during this time, as part of Operation Grapple, he acquired his nickname of Bosnia Bob and 
became a media personality.   He was promoted Colonel in late 1993 and went on to become 
Chief of Policy at Strategic Headquarters Allied Powers Europe before retiring. 
 
Professor Jamie Hacker Hughes, below, is a former officer of 1st Queen’s Dragoon Guards, 
who has made a career as a military psychologist, visiting professor and an independent 
military and veterans ‘ mental health consultant. 

A highly experienced academic with specialist knowledge in military 
psychology, veteran mental health and trauma psychology he also 
has a background as a clinical leader, researcher, academic, clinical 
psychologist, physiotherapist and as a neuropsychologist.   Jamie 
also has experience of leadership in the National Health Service, UK 
Defence and international settings.  
 
Jamie is currently Visiting professor and Director of the Institute of 
Veterans & Families Studies at Anglia Ruskin University and Visiting 
professor of Psychology at the University of Hertfordshire in Hatfield. 
A Fellow of the British Psychological Society, Jamie was also Head of 

Defence Clinical Psychology at the UK Ministry of Defence 2007-11and Vice Chair of the 
NATO Research Task Group on Stress and Psychological Support in Modern Military 
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Operations. During his military service Jamie was an armoured recce troop leader in 1 
Armoured Division in British Army of the Rhine and dismounted patrol squadron troop leader 
in Northern Ireland.  
 
Mr. John Neilson, a Fellow of the Chartered Institute of Public 
Relations since 2010 is currently Director of Communications for 
Europe, the Middle East and Africa at Lockheed Martin and travels 
widely. 
 
John worked for BAE SYSTEMS from 1995 until 2012 and held a 
variety of senior communications appointments.  He started as 
manager for the Military Division in Preston before becoming Vice 
President of Communications for Gripen International, the joint 
venture between Saab and British Aerospace.   He was to Director 
of Media relations, the Director of Communications – International and Business 
Development before becoming VP International and then Director of Communications EMEA. 
 
Prior to his aerospace career John was Communications Manager at Nissan Europe based in 
the North East where he was instrumental in setting up their crisis management systems.  
 
Mr. Nick Johnstone, the Chief 
Executive of CMS Strategic for the last 
16 years is well known in the defence 
and security industry.   He has been 
closely associated with the world’s 
largest defence exhibition – DSEI – and 
has provided and managed the 
communications team for this major 
event held in London every two years. 
 
Nick held in-house PR appointments in the publishing world before moving into the industry 
media sector and subsequently establishing his own consultancy.  The founder of CMS 
Strategic, Nick has more than 20 years experience in the defence and security sectors. 
 
During his career Nick has devised communications strategies for a broad spectrum of 
companies ranging from global players such as Lockheed Martin and L3 to specialist niche 
suppliers.  He is a bid support specialist well versed in the creation of integrated 
communications programmes to reach key audiences in the procurement, operational, 
political, industry and media communities. 
 

Mrs. Hilary Roberts is the Head Curator of the Imperial 
War Museum Photograph Archive and a Research Fellow 
(Photographs) responsible for the preservation and 
management of photographs generated by the Armed 
Forces and the Defence Research Agency.   
 
She is an advisor to the Armed Forces and the Ministry of 
Defence on subjects relevant to historic and 
contemporary photography including those generated by 
service photographic branches.   
 
Hilary, who hosts the annual Army Photographic Awards, 
is a specialist in the history of war photography and is 
also responsible for the Museum’s external publications 

and exhibition and research programmes relevant to historic and contemporary war 
photography. 
 
The author of various publications including The Great War: A Photographic Narrative and 
Shooting in the Front Line: A History of Army Photography, Hilary is also member of the 
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editorial board of the Museum’s Despatches magazine and is a member of the Special 
Forces Club and the Army Film & Photographic Unit Veterans Association. 
 

 

Should we work with the media at all? 
 
Major Chris Hyde, US Army, put the media to the test in a 
friendly but hard-hitting meeting between journalists and 
HQ ARRC staff in Gloucester in October.  Chris, who 
joined ‘The Pen” this year is the HQ Media Relations 
Officer with the additional experience of a tour as Public 
Affairs Officer to 1/25 Stryker Brigade Combat Team in 
Iraq on his record.  He has also served as PAO (Special 
Projects) to the US Army in Alaska 
 
Exercise Arrcade Indigo was an aggressive, fast-paced 
question and answer session, says Chris.   Many of the 
questions addressed to the panel were heavily focused on 
the media’s changing role in relating information to the 
general public.   
 
Perhaps to be expected, social media’s proliferation across the globe and media stratosphere 
was a hot topic, particularly as it applied to civilian news media and their use of the same.  
 
One member of the audience even went so far as to ask the panel why the military should 
work with the media at all, given social media platforms’ ability to communicate directly to the 
public – without the ‘middle man’ of the civilian news media. 
 
Although all the journalists were more than happy to immediately address this question, one 
panelist responded that the civilian news media should represent a neutral, third-party 
element, relating information to the general public with any eye for impartiality, further aiding 
the western military’s oft-cited quest for transparency.  
 
The event was the second annual media panel discussion organised by Headquarters, Allied 
Rapid Reaction Corps (HQ ARRC) held at Hatherley Manor Hotel, an elegant manor house 
and gardens located next door to Imjin Barracks, the home of HQ ARRC.  The event was well 
attended by a wide range of multinational personnel from the headquarters. 
 
The media panel discussion featured an impressive array of both British and American 
journalists who formed the nucleus of the evening’s programme and discussion, which 
focused on the following topics:	  	  
	  

• As Afghanistan begins to wind down, what can you talk about regarding any/all 
experiences you have in reporting from the region (embedding process pros 
and cons, etc.)?  Has the embed program helped or hindered military reporting 
in theatre? 

 
• With today's dynamic communications platforms, such as Twitter, Blogs, 

Skyping and Social Media most often breaking/making the news, how can the 
military better respond to media enquiries and be their first source for the facts 
rather then the endless speculation on today's 24 hours News channels. 

 
• Need to know versus right to know: operational security and the need for 

discretion against the media's thirst for information. Where do you draw the 
line and who makes the decision? 

 
Participating journalists included Terri Judd (formerly of the Independent), Bill Neely (ITN), 
Mark Popescu (British Forces Broadcasting Service aka BFBS), Teri Schulz (U.S. National 
Public Radio and CBS, Brussels), and Brooks Tigner (Jane’s Defence, Brussels). 
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There were brief opening comments by the journalists, each addressing the principal topics 
and embellishing with their own perspectives on the international civilian news media’s ever-
developing relationship with the military.  
 
An additional topic covered during the evening’s discussion explored the news media’s ‘need 
for speed,’ i.e. how quickly the military should get their story to the media in order to stay 
forward-leaning and ahead of incorrect and often misleading information all-too-frequently fed 
to the public.   
Further discussion 
focused on methods 
to improve the 
military’s ability to 
gain fair, balanced 
attention and 
coverage from 
civilian news media.  
 
 Right: Chris at 
work with his local 
BBC Radio station 
 
All-in-all, both 
journalist and 
audience member 
alike were 
enthusiastic about the panel discussion event, many from ‘both sides of the fence’ 
commenting that it was an excellent opportunity for both military member and civilian 
journalist to come to understand each other a bit better, in an informal and non-attribution 
setting.  
 
Ultimately, HQ ARRC plans to continue to conduct these events annually, in time hoping to 
expand the reach of the event to include a greater variety of both UK and international 
journalists. 
 
HQ ARRC is a NATO Rapid Deployment Corps headquarters, founded in 1992 in 
Germany and headquartered in Gloucestershire since August 2010. The Corps is 
currently on stand-by for short-notice call-up and subsequent rapid deployment (five 
days notice to move) in support of any potential NATO Response Force (NRF) mission 
that may develop during 2013. 
 
An NRF is a coherent, high-readiness, joint, multinational force package of up to 
25,000 troops that is technologically advanced, flexible, deployable, interoperable and 
sustainable.  Its role is to act as a stand-alone military force available for rapid 
deployment as a collective-defense, crisis management or stabilization force, or to act 
as an initial entry force for a subsequent primary deployment.   The NRF traditionally 
comprises land, air and sea components provided by NATO members.  

As an NRF Land Component Command, or LCC, the ARRC will essentially be in 
command of all land combat troops on the ground during an NRF deployment. 

HQ ARRC was s founded in 1992 in Germany, and headquartered in Gloucestershire 
since August 2010.  Although HQ ARRC’s ‘framework nation’ is the United Kingdom, 
comprising approximately 60% of the overall staff, the ARRC is fully multinational in 
nature and organization, with 15 Partner Nations contributing the remaining 
complement of personnel (Belgium, Canada, the Czech Republic, France, Denmark, 
Germany, Greece, Italy, the Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Spain, Turkey, and 
the United States). 

 



 
 
Typhoon and a Mirage in Yorkshire 
 
Flying Officer Peter Lisney, 7644 Squadron, RAux AF, right, 
reports from the North East as a small team of his colleagues, 
supported by the Mobile News Team from HQ Air Command, 
provided support to the largest exercise of its kind the UK has 
seen. 

 
A combined Joint Anglo-French Expeditionary Force of eight 
RAF Typhoons and four French Air Force (FAF) Mirage 2000Ns 
joined together for Exercise Capable Eagle. Operating from RAF Leeming in North Yorkshire, 
the exercise was part of the wider, multi-national Exercise Joint Warrior. 
 
More than 700 RAF, FAF and Army personnel spent the eleven-day exercise working 
shoulder to shoulder as a corner of the Leeming airfield became a Deployed Operating Base 
in ‘Dragonia’.  
 
One task that fell to the team was to media-mind broadcast and press journalists and 
photographers during an air-to-air photo shoot. Flt Lt Daz Scales, pictured below left, gave 
the pre-flight media brief and co-ordinated the activity with the C130 Hercules air loadmaster. 
 
“As a media ops officer in 7644 Squadron one minute you’re looking after journalists on the 
ground, the next minute you’re looking after them in the air, the next minute you’re taking 
photographs, the next minute you’re supervising those who are taking photographs. We have 
many roles but there is consistency in what we bring which is the ability to understand the 
journalists needs and also understand the RAF’s needs. 
 
“In terms of preparation you need to know the aircraft platform you’re flying on, you need to 

understand how that aircraft works in terms of understanding the 
role of the loadmaster and knowing who the best person is to 
speak to. The function of a captain is not necessarily the same 
as a pilot, for example. You then need to prepare and know who 
your journalists are.” 
 
The resulting photographs of a Typhoon and Mirage were 
published internationally as well as film footage appearing on 
BBC and ITV regional news programmes.  
 
When providing an air-to-air photographic opportunity to 
journalists Daz explained it is an ideal time to promote the 
RAF’s key messages both strategically about the RAF as a 
whole as well as the messages regarding the exercise and why 
it is important. 
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“A good media officer can treat every interaction with a journalist as an interview and try to 
draw in a key message and ‘sell’ the service in the right way.” 
  
Military commanders often talk about a ‘battle rhythm’. The same could be said of the media 
team. Early morning briefings provided the plot for the day, the mornings were used to gather 
news stories, the afternoons to package stories and submit to HQ Air Media Ops and the 
evenings spent working on material for the next day. 
 
The team also worked closely with the 
French media contingent, sharing 
footage and co-ordinating activities, the 
largest of which was a visit to the 
exercise by both air forces chiefs of air 
staff. This event attracted national 
media from both countries who had to 
be carefully corralled to provide the best 
image and story opportunities while not 
allowing them to stray into the path of 
oncoming taxying jet aircraft. 
 
With many useful lessons learned by the 
media team, the exercise proved its 
worth as a place to rehearse procedures 
and identify areas for improvement.  
 
And as for the importance of military media professionals being integrated at the hub of 
operations?   Exercise Capable Eagle once again demonstrated how media ops personnel 
can positively influence the world’s perception of the Government’s foreign policy in action. 
 
The opportunity was taken to ask the media team - if on operations, apart from their 
personal clothing system, they could only take one piece of technical kit and one piece 
of non-technical kit, what would it be?   Here are their answers. It would be interesting 
to know what your answer would be too. 
 
 Technical Kit Non-technical Kit 
Flt Lt Daz Scales 
7644 Sqdn 

Sony EX1 camcorder Flip flops for the shower 

Fg Off Tony Durrant 
7644 Sqdn 

Internet connected laptop Blue tac 

Fg Off Peter Lisney 
7644 Sqdn 

Panasonic HC – X900M 
camcorder 

Shampoo 

Sgt Ralph Merry  
HQ Air MNT 

Nikon D4 with a Nikon 14-24 
mm wide angle lens 

Moisturiser  

SAC Helen Farah 
HQ Air MNT 

Nikon D4 with a Nikon 24-70 
mm zoom lens 

Flip flops for the shower 
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Where men have no future and the women have 
no past! 
  

Stuart Heaver, former Royal Navy officer, a 
SSAFA caseworker in Kent and journalist 
reports from the “Fragrant Harbour” and the 
bar of the Hong Kong Foreign Correspondents 
Club 
 
The spiritual home of the media and press affairs in 
Hong Kong remains the Foreign Correspondents Club 
(the FCC) once famously described as the venue 
“where the men have no future and the women have 
no past.”  At the FCC you can still find tired hacks, 
damaged war correspondents, PR types, fantasists, 
writers still working on their first novel and middle-aged 
self-publicists all eyeing each other nervously while 
braying like donkeys around the bar.   
 

It is 31 years since I first set foot on this island as a Royal Navy midshipman serving in the 
Hong Kong squadron, undertaking Illegal Immigrant patrols in an elderly Ton class 
minesweeper and much outside the cosy confines of the FCC has changed over that period.   
 
The seedy nightlife of Wan Chai may still be as alluring to young sailors with a few hours 
shore leave, but the former British colony has been part of China for more than 15 years now.    
 
At press conferences it is not unusual for me to be the only westerner and only journalist over 
35 years old. It makes me feel much like the antique HMS Beachampton back in 1982, trying 
proudly to pursue the high performance speedboats of the Chinese people smugglers, with 
little prospect of success. 
 
Within this dynamic 24 hour city, governed by a political compromise that pragmatic Beijing 
calls “one country, two systems”, the naval basin has now been filled in and reclaimed for 
government offices and the Mountbatten building, which contained the former RN wardroom 
is the PLA’s headquarters. 
 
One thing that has not changed though is Hong Kong’s energy or its reputation as the home 
of a vibrant multi-lingual free press and it remains the preferred base for a multitude of 
newspapers and media organisations. The right of free speech may be part of the British 
legacy but local Hongkongers defend it fiercely. 
 
It is a tradition built by people like the outspoken editor of the Hong Kong Telegraph, founded 
in 1881. Robert Fraser-Smith was a flamboyant champion of the oppressed and was 
imprisoned so often as result of his paper’s history of libel actions that it was said at the time 
that the Hong Kong Telegraph was edited from the cells of Victoria Gaol.  
 
This defiant press attitude is now protected by the Basic Law, Article 27, and the mini-
constitution that guides Hong Kong’s lawmakers.  According to the Press Freedom Index 
Hong Kong is rated the third highest in Asia (after Japan and Taiwan) and it is this culture that 
attracted the CIA whistle-blower Edward Snowden.  
 
The Snowden story was broken by the newspaper I write for; the South China Morning Post 
and it continues a long tradition of revolutionaries, spies and political undesirables from Sun 
Yat-sen to Ho Chi Minh, who sought sanctuary in Hong Kong. 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Journalists remain widely respected 
and  if  a  news  feature  I  am 
researching requires a one to one 

interview with a senior government 
official or powerful tycoon, it is very 
unusual not to have something 
arranged within a few days. 
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Senior  figures  are  more  often  than 
not erudite,  courteous  and  happy  to 
talk openly in English  or Cantonese. 
They generally regard press interest as part and parcel of public life. 

 
Increasingly,  this seems to contrast with my experience of the media atmosphere  in the UK 
which can often border on the paranoid. Even my modest efforts at press releases and blogs 
to highlight the issues facing veterans and the noble efforts of caseworkers  within my local 
SSAFA Forces Help branch incur the wrath of central government press offices. 
They chastise me on the telephone as though I am an errant schoolboy and send curt 

emails desperate it seems, to manage every minutia of the news agenda. 
 

While seeking consent and comment  from the Ministry of Justice for a great story about a 
former Fusilier and Post Traumatic  Stress Disorder sufferer who had been commended  for 
his work helping SSAFA inside a local prison, I was expressly forbidden from using his real 
name or his photograph in the piece. 

 
An experienced  prison governor in Kent told me quite earnestly that he would not dream of 
talking to a journalist for fear that any information would just be manipulated cynically into a 
sensational and damaging headline. 

 
Thankfully, the idea of journalists being arrested en mass or press freedom being threatened 
by a government enquiry is not on the agenda in Hong Kong (at least not for now) so we can 
still enjoy a drink, between deadlines, at the FCC bar. 

 
 
 

 

THE DAM BUSTERS AND THE MEDIA 
 

A great deal of attention has rightly centred on The Dambusters 
and Operation Chastise - the Royal Air Force raid on the Ruhr 
dams, in the last year. 
 
Author and club member Geoff Simpson, who has written a 
biography of Wing Commander Guy Gibson, takes this 
opportunity to add some thoughts and comment to the debate.  
 
The attack was a great propaganda achievement, despite the continuing debate about the extent to 
which German industry was hampered. It came at a time when Churchill (accompanied by, 
amongst others, Portal, CAS) was in Washington. Hence the (untrue) story that a nervous WAAF, 
told by Arthur Harris to put him through to the White House connected him to a Lincolnshire pub of 
that name, whose landlord, furious at being got out of bed, gave Harris an earful. 
 
Nonetheless, the Prime Minister was quickly told of what had happened and was able to use the 
attack as a demonstration that Bomber Command was capable of inflicting serious damage on the 
enemy, not least by precision bombing. 
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On Thursday May 20 Churchill addressed members of both the Senate and House of 
Representatives. He stressed the destruction of German industry that was being achieved 
and also sought to allay US fears that Britain would not be interested in the Pacific war once 
victory in Europe was a reality. 

The Air Ministry immediately promoted Chastise to the media. Splash headlines ensured the 
start of the legend. This fire was stoked by the visit of 
the King and Queen to Scampton and the investiture 
at Buckingham Palace held by the Queen, at which all 
34 Dam Busters to be decorated were presented with 
their awards before everybody else present. 

Guy Gibson was largely taken off operations and 
went on a publicity tour of Canada and the United 
States, ensuring more media attention. He was 
ordered to write the book which became Enemy 
Coast Ahead. 

Arthur Harris was given to complaining that publicity 
people in the Air Ministry paid insufficient attention to 
the deeds of Bomber Command. 

He therefore from the time he took over the Command 
(2/42) encouraged a range of publicity initiatives and 
the extent to which he was being publicised was 
raised in the House of Commons. Harris gave the 
BBC correspondent Richard Dimbleby freedom to go 
where he liked in Bomber Command and to talk to 
whom he wanted. 

The first of about 20 RAF operations on which 
Dimbleby flew was with Guy Gibson to Berlin when 
Gibson was OC No 106 Squadron. Both men were enthusiastic about the outcome (even 
though Dimbleby was sick and passed out once) and though some at the BBC did not feel it 
was a correspondent’s job to be at the centre of the action.  

On May 23 1943 (six days after the return from the Dams) there was a favourable profile of 
Harris in the Sunday Express. On the same day a German paper wrote of Harris, “How 
eagerly he launches his bombs against German women and children ”  

The Dam Busters legend 
was fuelled by the 
appearance of Paul 
Brickhill’s book (1951) and 
the Dam Busters film in 1955 
(note: both book and film 
were originally “Dam 
Busters”, not “Dambusters”).  

Barnes Wallis, left, did not 
devise the idea of 
attacking the dams; he was 
not held back by 
officialdom to the extent 
portrayed.  

The former RAF 617 Squadron adjutant, Harry Humphries had intended to write a book, but 
was persuaded by Leonard Cheshire and others to stand aside in favour of (and assist) the 
professional writer, Paul Brickhill. Many years later, when Humphries did write a book, the 
bitterness was still apparent. 
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The Book and film included or encouraged a number of errors which have remained in the 
public mind.    They included: 

The crews for Operation Chastise were not all handpicked veterans. The scene where Gibson 
studies photographs was pure fiction, as was the scene where Gibson meets many of the 
squadron’s officers in the mess. At that stage the majority had not arrived. Gibson did not 
take his complete crew with him from 106. 

The car that killed Gibson’s dog, Nigger did stop at the scene. 

Gibson did not get the idea for the spotlights in a theatre. A similar device had already been 
tried in Coastal Command. 

Richard Todd probably played Gibson as considerably less hard edged than he was in 
reality. However, people now seem to often picture Todd when they think of Gibson. 

 

 
 
Scratchings aboard the Royal Navy's grueling 
submarine command course – The Perisher 
 

Maritime naval specialist journalist Ali Kefford – one the 
club newest members - goes behind the scenes for The 
Record as officers are put through their paces to test their 
talent and nerve in the exhausting and body- aching 
submarine command course nicknamed Perisher.   
Pictures are by Record photographer Brad Wakefield 
 
Lieutenant Commander Dan Simmonds, pictured below gave the 
order to raise hunter killer HMS Talent to periscope depth before 
launching his torpedo attack. This was his most dangerous mission 
yet.  Admiral Corder was standing feet away, his eyes flicking 

between the young officer and classified screens on the other side of the control room.  
Suddenly the enemy frigate swung round and cranked up her turbines to bear down on the 
5200-tonne submarine at top speed. Lt Cmdr. Simmonds had to think fast.  Without warning, 
the words "Urgent, go deep" cut through the gloom. The attack had been left too late by a few 
seconds, but it was enough to let the frigate come too close for safety. 
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Admiral Corder had stepped in! Lt Cmdr. Simmonds had failed his task. Luckily this was an 
exercise off the north of Scotland and not a real skirmish. But having made such a mistake, 
the 34-year-old was now convinced he would be ejected from the Royal Navy's submarine 
command course. "My legs went to jelly. I thought I was off," he said, ashen-faced with 
exhaustion. 
 
"It was one of the worst moments of my life and I was devastated. I felt everything I'd worked 
for slipping away." Lt Cmdr. Simmonds' fears were actually unfounded. He went on to pass 
the course and gain one of the most coveted prizes within the British military.  But two of his 
five fellow students didn't. The men were called to the captain's cabin, given a glass of 
whisky, as the bad news was broken, then put on a boat back to land. 
 
Britain's submarine command course is renowned for being the toughest in the world 
and is nicknamed Perisher for its brutality. The pass rate is just 60 per cent and those 
who fail can never serve below the waves again. Last year, a student was removed 
three hours before the end.  "Perisher is relentless - it's designed to grind you down," 
said Lt Cmdr. Simmonds. 
 
It has to be merciless because of the gravity of the role the men are being prepared for. 
Submarines are the most complex military hardware Britain possesses. They are able to land 
a lethal strike with Spearfish torpedoes and Cruise or Trident missiles. The fact that HMS 
Triumph landed the first strike by British forces of the Libyan campaign was made public. 

 
But what is less widely known is her role stopping Gaddafi's special forces from mining 
Misratah's port entrance to sink boats carrying hundreds of civilians to safety. She also 
helped stop 1000kg of Semtex being placed in the path of a ship delivering humanitarian aid. 
 
Had parliament voted to launch an attack on President Assad's regime, a hunter killer would 
now be poised to fire missiles at Syria. Cmdr. Ryan Ramsey, 43, in charge of HMS Turbulent 
during the Libya campaign, is the Perisher tutor, known simply as "Teacher". He said:  "In the 
past 15 years British submarines have been used in action off the Balkans, Iraq, Libya and 
Afghanistan." 
 
"For the students who pass, there's a real chance they'll have to fire their weapons in 
anger at some point." 
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On the first day of the course, Cmdr. Ramsey sat the six officers down and told them they had 
centuries of naval leadership to live up to. The next week they visited the Houses of 
Parliament in uniform to be briefed by former First Sea Lord West of Spithead. "We were 
mobbed by peers who wanted to have their photo taken with us," said Lt Cmdr. Simmonds. 
The sailors spent months learning the deadly art of submarine warfare in the classroom, on 
simulators and in Dutch and Norwegian submarines, 
 
One Monday was near-disaster for Lt Cmdr. Ben Smith, 34. "I did a particularly bad attack run 
on the simulator and was told by Teacher in no uncertain terms that if I did this once we were 
at sea he'd surface the boat and take me off. 
 
"I knew he was serious. He didn't say it in an angry way - he was measured. "But he's the 

arbiter of standards. 
He's been a successful 
sub captain and has 
lived by the sword.  
Every decision you 
make on the course 
could potentially end 
your career.  You ask 
yourself, 'Am I still going 
to be a submariner 
tomorrow'?" 
 
Left: A potential 
missile target 
 
The final test was a five-
week stint off Scotland 
on HMS Talent during a 

major international exercise. The subs are cramped, with many of the 130 crew hot-bunking 
and working non-stop six hours on, six hours off defence watches. The students were kept 
sleep-deprived to test their character. 
 
Then Teacher pushed them to the very limits of their endurance. They took it in turns to 
practice firing Tomahawk missiles, landing troops and snooping for intelligence. HMS Talent 
sailed hundreds of miles south to secretly recce the Isles of Scilly, dodging naval Hawk jets. 
 
Cmdr. Ramsey piled on the pressure by suddenly making the tasks more complex, 
dangerous and stressful. A Merlin helicopter would swoop in to try to track and intercept 
them. Other times he'd shut off the power.   "It was 24/7 and the students were 'at war' for the 
whole time we were at sea," said Cmdr. Ramsey. "A submarine's main role is to deliver 
violence to the enemy and my job is to provide the crews with the best possible captains to do 
this."             
 
The cramped control room buzzed as acting captain Lt Jonathan "The Hobbit" Lewis frowned 
then dispatched four Tomahawk missiles. Each time HMS Talent "fired", water was blasted 
from the tubes making the whole boat shudder. "I think that emptied the bomb shop," he 
muttered after the mammoth attack run.  
 
The 32-year-old from the Midlands joined straight from school. Spotted for his mental agility 
and cool head, the Navy fast-tracked him. "I decided I wanted to be a submarine captain 
about 10 minutes after I stepped on board my first boat HMS Victorious at Faslane," he said. 
 
"I expected Perisher to be demanding and challenging - it's all that and more. I'm 
exhausted. My body aches from head to toe because of the constant stress and sleep 
deprivation.  But there are times in command when you cannot sleep for long periods 
so you have to get used to it." 
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According to thriller writer Tom Clancy, Navy submarine commanders are the most feared in 
the world. He said our captains have the edge on US ones due to their controlled aggression. 
"Note that I use the world 'fear'," Clancy wrote. "Not just respect. Not just awe. But real fear at 
what a British submarine, with one of their superbly qualified captains at the helm, might be 
capable of doing."  
 
The ship's company usually spot who will pass within days of their arrival, often betting on the 
outcome. Cmdr. Ramsey also scrutinised how his Perishers treated the crew - he's after 
leaders not just fighters. "The buck stops with you. You alone are responsible for the lives of 
over 130 people," he said. "It's crucial that your crew follows you because they want to." 
 
For the final 48 hours, the Perishers had Commander Maritime Operations Rear Admiral Ian 
Corder watching their every move. The officers only knew they'd passed when Cmdr. Ramsey 
called them one by one, shook their hand and handed them champagne. 
 
"All I want to do is call my wife Marie and tell her," said Smith. "I haven't been able to speak to 
her - or even text her - for a month." Simmonds said: "The last two days were by far the 
worst. I'm going to take my girlfriend to Nice and propose." Lt Cmdr. Weiler also received a 
glass of rum. Lt Cmdr. Simmonds, Lt Cmdr. Smith and Lt Lewis have joined Faslane-based 
submarines as second-in-command, while Weiler has returned to the States. Cmdr. Ramsey 
will act as mentor for the rest of their careers.  
 
And HMS Talent?  She dived…… and disappeared! 

 
	  

 
Government media handling policy in the Suez 
and Iraq campaigns 
 
Major Jim Campbell, one of the first members of the TA Pool of Information Officers 
and a former MoD Senior Information Officer was in the Prime Minister’s Office working 
up to the 2003 Iraq war concentrating on policy matters.  Here Jim gives a snapshot of 
his thesis for his 2013 doctorate covering propaganda, public diplomacy, psy ops and 
media ops. 
 
My doctoral study examined the means by which the UK government sought to win the 
support of the media in advance of taking military action in two separate conflicts in which 
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regime change was the main government agenda and to which there was substantial internal 
domestic opposition,  
 
The two conflicts examined were the Invasion of the Suez Canal Zone in Egypt in 1956 and 
the Iraq War of 2003, both of which are linked in that the military and political aims were 
regime change in the face of extensive international opposition, were without the fiat of a 
United Nations Security Council Resolution (UNSCR) and took place in the face of extensive 
domestic opposition.  
 
To overcome the third element required an effective media agenda building policy on behalf 
of the government in power.  
 
A foreign policy which has weaknesses can be glossed over by an effective and persuasive 
media agenda building strategy, as it was with the embedded reporter initiative in 2003; there 
were only four members in the Coalition then, no Arab countries involved and no United 
Nations Security Council Resolution to give the invasion of Iraq international legitimacy as 
there was with the 1991 conflict.  
 
In 1956 Prime Minister Sir Anthony Eden, below left, was in a similar position to Tony Blair in 
2003 in terms of limited international support for military action. A key figure in building an 
effective media agenda building strategy should have been Eden’s Press Secretary William 
Clark. However, by mid-1956 when the Suez crisis escalated the relationship between them 
had become strained with Clark looking for a more strategic view of press affairs and Eden 
depending on a more tactical approach, an approach which relied heavily on Eden himself 
briefing influential, and mainly right wing, national newspaper editors and their autocratic 
owners.  
 
Clark was isolated from influence, compared to the position of Blair’s Director of 

Communications Alastair Campbell who was at the 
centre of UK government media planning and 
strategy and had Blair’s confidence. Indeed, 
Campbell, unlike Clark, was a potent 
communications policy force in the War Cabinet 
and a force for change.1 
 
Eden failed in government agenda building since 
there was no real media strategy in his plans, other 
than personal talks to editors and the use of 
propaganda, often “black propaganda” at that. 
There were no carefully crafted communications 
strategies to cultivate good and supportive 
coverage.2 Certainly to the mainly right-wing press 
who were supporters of the Conservative Party 
and who, like the Daily Express and Daily 
Telegraph clung to the old British Empire image, a 
weak Eden would be counter-productive to their 
own media policy and philosophy 

 
Of course, the media structure was by 2003 radically different from 1956 and technology had 
produced portable satellite equipment which would have made it almost impossible for military 
authorities to enforce a blanket news ban in the battle area. 
 
 In Iraq 2003, the UK and US authorities provided battlefield coverage through the embedded 
system; the media accepted the embedded system at face value as a means to get the front-
line coverage themselves that they were denied in the 1991 conflict. Thus the arrangements 
were acceptable to both parties in what may, in retrospect, appear to be a Faustian bargain – 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1 Campbell, A., Countdown to Iraq, p.529. 
2 Negrine, Ralph, The Communication of Politics (London: Sage, 1996), p.10. 
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the authorities being Mephistopheles and the media taking the Dr Faustus role without fully 
appreciating the advantages it gave to the politicians and military.  
 
In the UK government’s offer of embedded media status, compared with the unsatisfactory 
arrangements (from the media’s point of view) in 1991 where journalists were not allowed in 
the front line, this bias would surely be enhanced, albeit unintentionally from the media’s point 
of view. The media thought they had won more freedom to report and were, on the whole, 
free from censorship but the reliance was still on official sources under the guise of press 
freedom of access. Embedded reporters bonded with the troops and felt “uncomfortable” in 
portraying their military colleagues in an unfavourable light 
 
What the embedded reporter system did was to put the excitement of instant TV into the main 
frame of 24-hour reporting of military action to the detriment of reporting on civilian casualties. 
Embedded reporting ostensibly carried an air of objectivity and of impartial observation. 
Embedded reporters were a part of this media management system; Robert Marett, with his 
50 years of experience in media management, said it all when he remarked that the best way 
to employ propaganda was to “Get someone else to do it for you”.  
This was admitted by Air Marshal Burridge, commander of British forces in the Gulf, who later 
said that he felt ambiguous about the decision to attach journalists to the troops. “Experienced 
journalists see very localised action and it is a pinprick…what has gone wrong is that the 
television news programmes don’t have the ability to lay a strategic overview 
 

 
 
In terms of the actual media handling and military briefing operation in the conflict area, more 
than 100 media reservists were called up with secondary roles to act as media operators 
when needed.3 A number of these were members of the Media Operations Group (V), 
Territorial Army media specialists whose civilian jobs were in newspapers, radio, television or 
public relations the idea being that they knew and understood the journalistic trade and could, 
it was hoped, form productive links with the media covering the build-up to the actual conflict. 
These specialists were in uniform, which the media preferred. 
The embedded media system suited the UK government because it gave that vital element of 
control without appearing to have the censorship grip which was implicit in the 1991 media 
pool system.  In 2003, the media fell into the real-time television trap which had boosted 
audience ratings although the BBC’s then Director of News and Current Affairs Richard 
Sambrook said that some of the BBC audience complained that there was “too much live 
coverage from the front for them to really understand what was happening”.4  
 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
3 Tumber & Palmer, p.65 
4 Sambrook, Richard, in Beck & Downing (eds), p.16. 
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Current BBC Political Editor Nick Robinson, reflecting on the Iraq 2003 conflict, said: “Looking 
back, I fear that TV had proved, as it so often does, to be the best medium to capture drama 
and release emotion but not good enough at the marshaling of facts and cool analysis the 
build- up to war merited.”5 
 
The embedded journalist scheme worked more for the UK government and military since it 
actually made the journalists unwittingly, in most cases, subscribe to the political 
establishment.  The live action material sent back from the front line was motivating the 
professional skills of the journalist at the battle front, exciting the creativity of the editors in the 
studio, attracting greater attention of the viewers at home, and satisfying the profit margins of 
the owners of the commercial media such as Sky and newspaper groups.  
 
As previously mentioned, Sir Robert Marett, who was involved in producing British 
government propaganda for over 50 years from World War 1, set out three rules for success: 
 

• Have the right friends in the right places 
• Provide services which fill a need 
• Whenever possible, do not conduct the propaganda yourself, but get a national of the 

country to do it for you.6 
 
Replacing the word “propaganda”, which nowadays has a pejorative meaning, with “agenda 
building” or “public diplomacy”, it seems that Marett’s three rules had been met in Iraq 2003 
since embedded reporters on the whole admitted that they had become friendly with their 
military protectors.  
 
Secondly the military provided the services – protection, accessibility, and film opportunities 
on a 24-hour a day basis the hungry media required. Thirdly, the agenda building to win 
public support came from the “independent” media and was not ostensibly produced by the 
military, independent endorsement in other words. 
 
Currently working in the Office of National 
Statistics in Newport, Dr. Jim Campbell is s 
also a parliamentary candidate for the 
Labour Party.   
 
He is in the process of writing a book on 
Tudor politics and intelligence.  He says: 
Club members may disagree with my 
findings on Iraq 2003, although academic 
rules prevented my using my own 
experiences in the build up to actual 
fighting.  
 
As a club member Jim feels that “ we are an 
experienced body learned in military and 
communications expertise and a potent 
force as stakeholders advising on defence 
policy.   
 
Our advantage is that as a group we cross 
political boundaries, as do the various 
parliamentary committees, and we can give 
cross-party advice on long term defence 
policy to whatever government is in power.” 
1 Robinson, p.28 
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Memories of Op Telic 
 
         Ten years have elapsed since 7644 Squadron became heavily involved Operation TELIC, 
the UK codename for military action against Iraq, writes Group Captain Steve Dargan former 
OC 7644 (VR) Squadron RAuxAF 
 
Says Steve, who now lives in France: It was the squadron’s first “big push” for a dozen years 
although there had been a steady stream of support for operations in the Middle East, in 
Bosnia and Kosovo. TELIC saw considerable success at home and abroad for 7644, 
notwithstanding the subsequent controversy over Tony Blair’s decision to commit British 
forces to invading Iraq for a second time.    There had been no moral equivocation over the 

first operation against Iraq 
– Desert Storm – when 
every officer on 7644 
volunteered and every one 
was taken into service.  
 
The political firestorm over 
Op TELIC was a long way 
off in January 2003 when 
7644 once again got the 
call and responded 
magnificently to the 
challenge.   Thanks to a 
long term planning 
process begun the 
previous autumn to ensure 
“ intelligent mobilisation”, 

squadron volunteers were ready for call out and integrated seamlessly into Media Ops teams 
across the whole spectrum of operations. 
 
Those out on the ground in theatre included Wing Commanders Steve Dargan and Mike 
Cairns in Kuwait and Squadron Leader David Bennett and Flight Lieutenant Peter Darling in 
Qatar. Flight Lieutenant Paul Smyth, also in Kuwait, worked with a BBC team making a 
documentary on the war to be screened in the autumn of 2003. 
 
Flight Lieutenant Dylan Eklund boosted the Media staff in Cyprus and Squadron Leaders 
Fiona Battey and Howard Leader moved into Strike Command to help the headquarters team 
with the additional workload. 
 
Some two and a half thousand media were accredited in Kuwait and that figure takes no 
account of those brave enough - or foolish enough,- to venture into the region without military 
sponsorship in the hope of the "exclusive" that would make their name or enhance their 
reputations. Sadly, some of them paid the ultimate price, among them Terry Lloyd of ITN. 
 
Every news gathering organisation from the United States and Britain was represented plus 
many more from other countries, terrestrial and satellite television, newspapers, magazines 
and radio. All were hungry for copy and besieged the military press centres day and night in 
the search for facilities. Thanks, in no small measure, to the efforts of squadron officers, they 
got more than they expected. 
 
The Back Office team at Strike Command made a major contribution to coping with the extra 
workload resulting from military action, including the unenviable task of providing. Media 
guardians. for relatives when those killed in action were brought home. 
 
Squadron Leader Fiona Battey edited the operation’s newsletter, the Telegraph and provided 
a friendly voice on the end of the phone for the relatives of deployed. Squadron members. 
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RAF Spokesman, Group Captain Jon Fynes pictured above “live” on Radio Five from Al 
Jaber, with Steve Dargan said, ”Every single member of the Squadron involved thoroughly 
impressed me with their can-do attitude, professionalism and willingness to give all to the 
operation, despite the impact on their civilian existence.” 
 
The RAF enjoyed considerable media success during this operation, thanks largely to the 
strong leadership displayed by those in command and the quality of its people. The media 
discovered that we have no "Gung Ho" heroes, just confident, professional people with a job 
to do and the will to see it through. 
 
The in-theatre contribution continued throughout that year with Peter Darling working in Basra 
and Squadron Leader Lynda Sawers deploying to the same location in July as Director of the 
Press Information Centre  (PIC) for the Multi-National Division, South East. Her job was to tell 
the good news to the local Arabic and UK regional media, deal with national and international 
media requests, and to co-ordinate visits by journalists visiting southern Iraq as part of the 
PJHQ Editors Abroad Scheme.  
 
A couple of weeks into the job a series of incidents occurred that led to the deaths of 4 British 
soldiers and put the operation of the PIC on a different footing. 
 
“We were practically up to war-fighting pace in early August, and then it was sustained for the 
best part of a month. It was tiring and hard work, but we kept at it”, said Lynda. "In the end it 
was rewarding when journalists we had been working with phoned or e-mailed to say thanks, 
because we got information they needed to them on time and accurately. I think we 
established our reliability with them early on, so when we said we would call them back - they 
waited for our call and they didn't keep hassling us. That made our job more manageable on 
several occasions." 
 
7644’s involvement with Op TELIC finally came to an end in April 2009 when Wing 
Commander Peter Clarke deployed to Basra as SO1 Media Ops to cover the final withdrawal 
of British forces. 
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On a wing and a prayer 
 
Malcolm meets the challenge and raises over £1400 for charity 
 
Fitness enthusiast Malcolm Davidge took to the skies in October in another hair raising 
personal challenge…” I just fancied a go at wing walking.” His outing strapped to a biplane 
wing followed his 2013 fund raising exercise for the Alzheimer’s Society.    
 
In the last few weeks Malcolm has, with the aid of club members, raised over £1400 in 
memory of his youngest brother, Andrew, who served with 3 Royal Tank Regiment.  He 
suffered with Parkinson’s Disease and then Alzheimers and died at the early age of 56. 
 
Malcolm has successfully kept all but one the pictures of his flight secret.  But we are reliably 

informed he wore a blue anorak and a careful 
choice of brown trousers.   
 
His wing walking adventure has, however, 
been described in an hilarious blog that 
remains available only to a limited audience as 
he relates the humour, apprehension and the 
occasional terror as he perched on top of the 
brightly coloured bi-plane and was thrown 
about the skies.    
 
His friends have demanded to see the face 

wrenching revelations of the onboard camera and the aftermath but the DVD is safely locked 
away in Malcolm’s man drawer and he is not letting it go public.   
 
His only comment so far:  “This needs a British Board of Censors certificate as the entire right 
hand side of my face was flapping in the slip stream – not a pretty sight.” 
 
Malcolm’s JustGiving Link is still open and he hopes to boost the total of his charity 2013 
funds. He will personally also add a donation to the RTR Benevolent Fund. 
 
Malcolm took part in a Marathon Trek from Stonehenge to Avebury via Salisbury Plain and 
the White Horse  - a total of 27 miles.  He says: “ Eight hundred walkers set off in poor 
weather conditions.  It was cold with a heavy mist and developed into rain and then sunshine 
and back to wet weather.   
 
“Marshaling conditions were much better than the event two years ago when there was a 
fatality.  I cleared the Salisbury Plain stage of 11.5 miles in two hours 50 minutes but then 
came the awkward and hilly section and I finished the course in seven hours and 50 minutes 
including the stops. 
 
“ They say it’s not a race but nevertheless I am pleased to say I finished as the second 
walker.   To put that in context a former British Olympic medal winner and his brother ran the 
entire way!” 
 
Malcolm is now seriously considering the Blind Veteran’s 100k march next year and both the 
Thames Path and the Alzheimer’s Hadrian’s Path walks.  If anyone cares to join him…..!“ My 
thanks to the Pen & Sword Club members for their generous support.  The web links are still 
open. “  
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Moonlighting in BAOR – the Brigadier said light 
up the sky 
 
September 1973 in Germany and the GSO2 PR at HQ 2 Division, Graham Barnett, pictured 
below left, is trying to find something to interest the local press on yet another Brigade FTX. 

To make things worse it's a Sunday and 
nothing is happening.   
 
Brigadier John Swinton, Scots Guards, 
Commander of 4 Guards Armoured 
Brigade – later to be GOC London District, 
is worried about the level of 
“manoverschaden” (exercise damage) and 
wants the local population entertained.  
 
The Brigadier has the great idea that the 
ruined schloss on the Desenberg, situated 
on top of a volcanic plug which towers 
some 300 feet above the surrounding 
plain, should be illuminated that evening. 
 
873 Movement Light Squadron RE (V) was 
ordered to light up the night.  Graham, now 
an Executive Vice President of the Club 
and a former CO of MOG (V), was 
delighted. At long last here was something 
unique squadron, a key Corps asset, which 
could provide artificial moonlight, to be 
briefed on the task, which is why he was 

then photographed with the Troop Officer responsible for deploying the searchlights. 
 
Graham was even more delighted to discover that the TA subaltern, Lieutenant (now Major) 
Ian Proud, above right, was a civilian information officer in the MoD Main building in Whitehall 
and could be safely entrusted to deal with a clutch of local journalists.  
 
The illumination was a great success. Within 30 minutes of exposing the lights several 
hundred local inhabitants drove out the see the spectacle and during the evening each of the 
four searchlight positions, one at each point of the compass, was surrounded with large 
numbers of curious Germans eager to see the lights in action. 
 
Because of a minor, temporary fault, three lights exposed at 1755 hours, five minutes ahead 
of schedule, and a little later all four were in action.  
 
What the unit did not know was that the GOC 2 Division, Major General John Archer – a 
former DPR (A)  - was at Divisional Main HQ, 15 miles away, and watching. The unit later 
received a congratulatory signal complimenting them on a job well done.   Commenting in 
2013 Graham said: “ Ian’s unit did a splendid job and we received some excellent coverage in 
the German press. “ 
 
Our “Fashion Editor” notes that the combat kit accurately indicates that the photo was 
taken in 1973. Ian is wearing the old olive drab combat kit whilst Graham is wearing 
one of the first Mk l DPM combat jackets. Note how clean it is and its unfaded 
condition is indicative of not having been washed too frequently. By 1974 all TA units 
had been issued with DPM combat kit which had the added advantage of not showing 
the dirt and was easier to keep clean. 
 

 
 
 



	   	  
	  
Pork scratchings and sticky rice 
Sheena Thomson muses on the problems of 
working in a foreign land and her new venture 
into South East Asia	  
	  
The other day, I had a deep sense of déjà vu.  The 
Economist tweeted an article titled “Sending home the 
foreigners”.  It reported what a close friend and former 
colleague in Abu Dhabi told me a few days before – she, and 
40 others had lost her job with Abu Dhabi’s General Secretariat 
of the Executive Council. The same thing happened to me with 
the same employers almost exactly two years before.   
 
When that happened to me, I realised the Arab Spring was 
having an impact far beyond North Africa and the changes were just beginning, 
 
I first arrived in the Arab region in 2006 when I travelled to Cairo to take up a consulting 
assignment with a USAID funded economic reform project working with the Egyptian Ministry 
of Finance.  My brief was to draft and implement their communications strategy relating to 
major policy changes in tax collection.  They were switching from inspectors collecting 
shoeboxes of receipts from businesses to something less 50 shades of grey.  

 
The culture of giving baksheesh was not 
only practiced, but quietly accepted at all 
levels. So when Egypt experienced it 
revolutionary liberation from the Hosni 
Mubarak regime in February 2011, I 
wasn’t surprised in the least and very 
happy for my Egyptian friends. 
 
During my year in Cairo  - left is a typical 
scene on a Cairo commute - I became 
very familiar with Egyptian everyday life, 

their frustrations and their disappointments. I interacted with Egyptians all the time and those I 
met were either so poor they could barely put bread on their table, earned just enough to 
survive - but still had to hold two jobs to be comfortable, or they were the elite uber wealthy 
with their “wasta”.   
 
Generally however, I faced a defeatist attitude from people who were worn down with loss of 
hope.  Their revolution in 2011 gave them hope, but now they are losing it again of course. 
Egypt’s post Arab Spring story continues, as we have seen recently. 
 
The Rosso days 
 
Next stop for me was the UAE.  When I arrived in Abu Dhabi, I didn’t fully appreciate what I 
had stepped into. It didn’t take long though, and then I felt like Willie Wonka when he 
unwrapped his golden ticket. 
 
Initially working as a contractor to develop, direct and implement a public information 
campaign for a very sensitive policy change, I was hired direct to be part of a small and 
influential government PMO in the midst of a major restructuring programme. I was the token 
Brit amongst a team of Emiratis, Lebanese and Americans.   
 
My role was the communications lead in a “hit squad” of consultants available to assist the 
recently restructured Abu Dhabi government entities.   One of the biggest differences 
between a donor development setting and an oil rich state development setting was the “fast 
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tracking” of public administration reform to support the hugely ambitious and economic 
diversification plan.  
 
After 18 months, the PMO was disbanded and I was reassigned to the Executive Council 
General Secretariat as a Project Manger supporting the young Emirati Director of 
Communications.  
 
My new desk was in the ground floor of the Crown Prince’s Diwan.  I was now in the 
Wonkavator and only had to lift a finger for a drink.  Our tea boy, below, required only the 
press of bell for action and or a diet coke and water   
 
My work was a mix of strategic and tactical 
communications related to policy and the continued 
changes the Abu Dhabi Government was transitioning to. 
Training and development was also part of my remit and 
one of the greatest privileges of my work was my 
exposure to the inner workings of the traditional Bedouin 
culture in a modern government setting.  
 
This included staff outings to the new Yas Marina Circuit 
and the Ferrari Rossa, the fastest roller coaster in the 
world. Like the Rossso ride however, my time with the 
Abu Dhabi Executive Council came to an end.  In June 
2011, I was one of 24 expats given SLNL letters – and two 
hours to clear my desks. Expats in senior government positions were becoming increasingly 
unpalatable to younger, disenfranchised locals. 
 
Arabian sunset with Sinbad 
 
Ray Eglington from Four Communications was one of the few people to return my calls after I 
was shown the door.  He offered me the opportunity to set up the new Four Communications 
office in Oman.  I sensed things were changing in Abu Dhabi, so I packed up and headed to 
Muscat. 
 
I was establishing Four Communications in Oman, but legal formalities took a lot longer than 
anticipated. This was the Muscat pace - much slower.  On a professional level this impacted 
building up the business, generating leads, servicing clients, hiring staff, setting up bank 
accounts and wading though the mandatory Omani legal and government bureaucracy.  
Hard, but satisfying work when results were achieved.   
 
Inside 12 months, we won seven new clients, hired two Omani staff and the business was 
well established and profitable. 
 
Living in Muscat was a very interesting 
experience. More spread out, less 
developed and less wealth than its well 
heeled neighbour.  Oman however hasn’t 
been immune from the aftermath of the 
Arab Spring either.  Social inclusion is 
more of an issue as many Omani’s 
struggle to qualify for and hold well-paid 
jobs.  
 
The front-page coverage, right, we 
received for our client at the Almouj golf 
course said it all through the placement of 
two pictures – those were government 
officials with Greg Norman. Editors are so 
mischievous! 
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Politically, nationalisation is a priority, just as in the UAE and other GCC countries. There 
continues to be are prevailing winds of change.  This of course creates very frustrating 
business conditions.  So after six and a half years in the Arab world, I decided “kahalas - 
masalama.  The end – goodbye.   
 
The Jungle Compass 
 
I previously made annual pilgrimages to some of the best diving sites in Asia and I love the 
region. South East Asia is experiencing healthy economic growth and development.  It is also 
sandwiched between China and India.  So I decided to head east. Thailand was the best 
option for me, offering low living and operating costs, residency and accessibility to the rest of 
the region. 
 
My first piece of work in the region has been with the Indonesian Financial Services Authority 
helping them develop their National Financial Literacy Board.  I’d like to think they will 
remember me for recommending they appoint a 
National Financial Literacy Board (which they 
have now done!), but it’s these two images I took 
when I was trapped by the flood waters back in 
January (yes, that’s a Roller). 
 
Buoyed up from my start up experience in 
Oman, I have now started my own 
communications consultancy, The Jungle 
Compass.  This is to help me further develop the 
great opportunities in the region.  I am targeting 
a mix of corporate and donor clients across the 
region.  I am at a career stage when I want to 
follow my passion with work – and what I do best 
- helping organisations succeed through 
opportunity, challenge and change.  
 
 I have done enough research to understand this 
is a very niche offering, but there is a demand.  
As tricky and complex internal issues are rarely 
shared with those outside of the relevant 
organisations though, marketing will take time 
and I need to establish trust, my networks and 
my regional “stripes”.   
 
Its early days and hard work, but I am enjoying the challenge and absorbing a brand new 
culture.  And the odd bowl of sticky rice and mangoes! 
 
Sheena served in the Royal Navy and RNR Media Operations Specialisation.  She was 
the SFOR/NATO spokesperson in Bosnia Herzogovinia 1998-99, the EUSR 
spokesperson in Skopje 2003-04 and worked in various senior government and 
corporate communications roles in Egypt, the UAE and Oman between 2006-12.  Now 
South East Asia based she is the founder and director of The Jungle Compass, a 
communications consultancy helping organisations succeed through opportunity, 
challenge and change. 
 

 
 

The (Oxford) Press goes to War 
 
Tim Blakey spent 24 years working at Oxford University Press. He served as a Flight 
Lieutenant with 7644(VR) Squadron for six years and before that in movements with 
4624 Squadron, Royal Auxiliary Air Force. 
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Outside Oxford whenever I said I worked for the Press, I 
needed to explain myself.  You see, I wasn’t a journalist, but 
worked as an editor at Oxford University Press until the end 
of June 2012. 
 
I came to media operations via educational publishing 
rather than through a journalistic or PR background. I joined 
Oxford University Press in 1988 as an editor with the Video 
Department. having previously worked at Edinburgh 
University and, before that, had taught English in Spain, 
Italy, Sweden and the Middle East. 
 
My role with Video was to produce the activity books and 
teaching manuals that accompanied the English language 
training videos that we published. These included comedy 
dramas, documentaries, interviews and compilations of 
news stories. On film shoots I worked with the stills 
photographer as grabbed stills from video were not good 
enough quality for print purposes.  
 
Spending time on a shoot gave me the opportunity to work 
with some well known TV actors such as Bruce Alexander, 

the rather long-suffering Superintendent Mullet in A Touch of Frost, Jaye Griffiths, best known 
for playing Dr Elizabeth Croft in Doctors, and Amanda Root, who has appeared in many 
period dramas.  
 
We also made a series of comedy sketches with the American actor Edward Norton before he 
became famous. John Suchet did the news presenter’s role for a video compilation of generic 
news stories we produced. This included some footage being sent us of one our battleships 
being sunk during World War II. On closer inspection this turned out to be the battleship HMS 
Barham. My uncle, a midshipman on-board at the time, was one of the few survivors.   
 
Oxford University Press is the world’s largest university press. It employs about 6000 people 
globally and has been publishing books since 1478. It is not unlike an Oxford college with its 
quadrangles, choir, cricket and football teams and the summer ball, held every five years.  
 
When I joined, some books were still printed at the Press, but most are now printed abroad, 
especially in China. The first central print shop for the University was established in the 

Sheldonian Theatre in 
Broad Street in the 
1660s, but when that 
became too small,  
 
OUP’s Walton Street 
faҫade. Reproduced by 
permission of the 
Secretary to the 
Delegates of Oxford 
University Press.] 
 
printing moved next door 
to the Clarendon 
Building, built partly from 
the proceeds of 
Clarendon’s The History 
of the Great Rebellion, 

referred to by most of us as ‘The Civil War’.    The Press moved to its present site in 1830 
with book printing ceasing on this site in 1989. 
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In both World Wars Oxford University Press played an active role. OUP has been printing 
bibles since 1675 and at the outbreak of the First World War the demand for the Bible 
reached a new peak, as it became an essential piece of military equipment.  Well over a 
million copies a year of the New Testament were supplied ‘for use in the field’. The Great War 
proved to be a chaotic time for the Press: about 250 men went to war from the print shop, 
about 140 did not return.  
 
It was also a difficult period financially with Horace Hart, the Printer to the University of 
Oxford, actively seeking out contracts with Whitehall, as traditional markets were unavailable. 
He got the contract for OUP to print propaganda pamphlets to explain the historical 
background to the war for the home audience and a series of Oxford readers for the United 
States, spreading the Allied point of view with the intention of drawing the US into the war.  
 
To celebrate the end of the war, ‘God save the King’ was written in gaslights across the front 
of the building. One printer from the Press was seconded from military duties to help print the 
Treaty of Versailles.  
 
A newsletter was started after the war called The Clarendonian, however, the articles that 
appeared were all about the local community, and men’s hobbies and jobs; there was a 
complete silence about experiences at the Front. 
 
At the start of the Second World War the whole of the Press was made an ‘ultra secure area 
of national importance’. Admiralty codebooks and highly confidential papers were printed in 
the basement under great secrecy. A metal plate was bound into the cover of each codebook 
so that it would sink if thrown overboard in the event of capture. Each evening the books left 
the front gate of the Press under armed escort. In addition, OUP printed pamphlets on world 
affairs and the Nazi threat.  
 
The Press also helped to channel funds from the US to help about 20 Jewish scholar 
refugees who came to study in Oxford. John Johnson, the head of the Press at this time, lived 
on-site during the whole of the war. His pajamas could be seen hanging out to dry outside his 
office above the main gate. Throughout the duration he only went home once. At night he put 
on his ARP uniform to watch out for incendiaries. After the War his secretary said that in his 
desk were official instructions on what to destroy in the event of invasion. 
 

Between the wars ‘Biggles’, written by Captain 
W.E. Johns, dominated the juvenile list: Biggles 
Goes to War and Biggles Defies the Swastika 
started the long saga that took him through 
Africa, Borneo and the South Seas. However, 
Johns didn’t have an agent and was paid a fee 
for each manuscript. It wasn’t until 1943, when 
he got an agent and moved to Hodder & 
Stoughton, that he got a royalty. 
 
The English language Teaching Division, to 
which I belonged, partly owed its early existence 
to A S Hornby, lexicographer, English language 
teacher and educational broadcaster with the 
BBC. While teaching in Japan, Hornby 
developed a dictionary to help his Japanese 
students learn English. It was the first 
monolingual dictionary of its kind. The dictionary 
arrived at OUP rather unexpectedly during the 
War in the form of printed proofs smuggled out 
of Japan by diplomatic bag just before Pearl 
Harbour. Rumour has it that Hornby smuggled 
the original manuscript out of Japan in his 
underpants.  
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The dictionary was published as the Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary of Current English 
and became the biggest seller of all Oxford books after the Bible. 
 
While serving with 4624 Squadron, I was called up for six months during the Kosovo Crisis. I 
was stationed at RAF Brize Norton. OUP gave me sabbatical leave. I made one trip to 
Pristina to take out a TA Field Ambulance unit. When not on shift, I took time out from loading 
aircraft to keep two book projects on schedule. The rest were freelanced out.  
 
With 7644 Squadron I got as far south as the Falkland Islands and as far north as Bardufoss; 
however, I never got to Afghanistan. I was due to go, but unfortunately the group of journalists 
I was to escort to Camp Bastion pulled out at the last moment.   
 
For the last five years of my time at OUP, I worked with the Italy Group publishing books and 
videos for Italian secondary schools. Our head office is on the outskirts of Florence at 
Scandicci very near the barracks of the 78 Reggimento Lupi di Toscana, where I spent three 
weeks in the late seventies with ‘C’ Company, 1Bn The Black Watch on exercise with the 
‘Wolves of Tuscany’. I was serving as a platoon commander with 1/51st Highland Volunteers 
at the time and went as 
interpreter. 
 
I now work on a freelance basis, 
much of the time for my old 
department at OUP: checking 
proofs and voiceovers, selecting 
video footage, and out on 
location making sure that the 
actors are keeping to the script.  
 
I also hope to do more media 
handling and training. Right Tim 
on location at OUP film shoot. 

 
 

Beyond the 24 hour news cycle…… 
 

Lieutenant Commander Susan Lloyd, RNR MOS, shares an 
extract from her MA dissertation which focused on the 
speed of social media and it’s effect on the way 
organisations disseminate and receive news. 
 
Is the 24 hour news cycle dead, has social media replaced it 
with 24 seconds    Historically, news was only accessed by daily 
newspapers, radio and television. The 1990s saw the 
introduction of ‘rolling’ news channels, this meant news was 
obtained in near real time, the news cycle consisted of a rolling 
24 hour cycle.  

 
The introduction of digital technologies and the internet means that the speed by which news 
is accessed has changed significantly; both ‘pull’ and ‘push’ technologies have enabled us to 
access news on online news websites and via social media channels such as Twitter, 
Facebook, Google alerts, RSS feeds and YouTube. The speed at which news is received and 
the way in which it is globally shared is now seconds rather than hours or minutes.  
 
With this increased speed, collaboration and sharing and user generated content has both 
advantages and disadvantages for organisations and individuals. 
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Social media has caused major changes on who, what and how quickly we talk about 
things. The 24-hour news cycle it has suggested is now an anachronism consigned to 
the history books, and it has been replaced by 24 seconds. 
 
Growth of social media 
 
Social media, especially Facebook and Twitter continues to grow at an exponential rate and 
simply cannot be ignored by organisations; recent figures suggest there are more than 800 
million active users in Facebook and 300 million users of Twitter these figures suggest that 
the usage of social media is not just a passing fad. 
 
The paradigm shift from media journalism to publishing on social media sites, microjournalism 
and the rise of the ‘citizen journalist’, ‘trial by Twitter’  and the transmission of news to large 
global virtual audiences has raised social media’s significance in the global arena. Although 
news sharing via social media has increased in recent years, there is still a lack of research in 
the subject and understanding of the factors that influence how news is shared remain 
limited.  
 
Social media now plays a pivotal role in supporting news production and promulgation; it is 
also changing the nature of how we consume and share news. Sharing news in a digital 
forum and using the digital environment of social media to transmit news is now common 
place. This has enabled news to travel instantaneously around the globe by users sharing 
information, this has sparked User Generated Content and the introduction of the citizen 
journalist or microjournalism.  
 
The rise of the citizen journalist 
 
Professional journalism has been defined as news content provided by paid, trained and 
supervised journalists delivered via media outlets. By contrast citizen journalists are “the 
spontaneous actions of ordinary people, caught up in extraordinary events who felt competed 
to adopt the role of news reporter”. Social media tools are turning individuals into contributors 
performing ‘random acts of journalism’ having witnessed events an example being the plane 
crash in the Hudson river in 2009. The arrival of the citizen journalist may have implications 
for official newsgathering organisations who may normally want to control the news agenda. 
During the G20 protests had it not been for the citizen journalist armed with real time visual 
evidence of police violence the story of the death of Ian Tomlinson may not have achieved 
any coverage at all. An inevitable fall out of the rise of the citizen.  
 
Advantages and disadvantages of social media 
 
The use of social media to generate ‘real time’ news has both its advantages and 
disadvantages. There are key issues surrounding security, privacy, accuracy and possible 
reputation damage. A disadvantage for news organisations is that by consuming news by 
social media it negates the need for people to seek out the original news source this 
subsequently leads to a financial loss to the organisation.  
 
Advantages include the ability to create interactive communications and two-way dialogue, it 
allows one to many communications and the production of user generated content and allows 
highly effective, timely and cost effective communications. Online tools it is possible to create 
two way dialogues, obtain ideas and feedback. Online channels offer individuals the 
opportunity to generate discussions with larger groups of people and draw attention to issues 
that traditional media may have overlooked, it enables the creation of content, allowing users 
to add, delete and change text-based content.  
 
Results of my research 
 
The authors research focused on how organisations are using social media to distribute of 
receive news and what they perceive the advantages and disadvantage to be, particularly 
regarding the speed of social media. 
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The graph below shows the popularity of Social Media. 

 
 
Of those surveyed 56% distribute news via social media, including for forthcoming 
announcements, tease tweets, emergency crisis announcements, live tweetchats etc.  
Of those surveyed the percieved disadvantages and advantages are highlighted in the graphs 
below: 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Although there has been significant growth in social media in recent years it is still relatively 
new technology that needs a greater understanding in terms of it’s barriers, risks and benefits 
and how it can be used strategically in organisations.  
 
In this newfound era of realtime web, people are moving away from newspapers, print and 
television to using the internet and social media sites such as Twitter to find news. 
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News and faux news is traveling “faster than the speed of thought” which can lead to 
potentially disastrous consequences. The speed and high speed ‘churnalism’ a hybrid 
between churn and journalism can be found to affect both truth and accuracy when reporters 
hurry to ‘be first’. When there is no time or inclination to seek a second good source, this can 
adversely affect both truth and accuracy. 

 

Ship me somewheres east of Suez 
Colonel David McDine face to face with Borneo’s headhunters 
 
Colonel McDine has the unusual distinction of having 
served in the uniforms of all three Armed Services. As 
a young National Serviceman he served in Royal Air 
Force signals intelligence, later became a Royal Naval 
Reserve officer and finally joined the Territorial Army. 
As a TA colonel he became Senior TAPIO, served in 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait during the Gulf War and his 
last appointment was as special adviser on media 
training at the Staff College. In civilian life he has 
been a journalist, Ministry of Defence information 
officer including stints as Deputy Director of both 
Royal Navy and Army Public Relations and is now a 
director of Defence Public Affairs Consultants Ltd.  
Here he recalls his days East of Suez as a 'time only' 
lieutenant RNR in Borneo during Indonesian 
Confrontation in the1960s. 
 
It was a campaign that had all the ingredients to attract mass media coverage. The British 
Services had gone to the aid of an ally under attack in a romantic jungle-clad corner of the 
world once infested with pirates, roamed by head-hunters - and part of it formerly ruled by 
White Rajahs.  There were even topless Dyak maidens to fill the lenses of the tabloid men. 
Yet despite the immensely colourful and photogenic Boy's Own Paper type adventurous 
backdrop, Indonesia's Confrontation of Malaysia in the 1960s grabbed only a fraction of the 
headlines and footage that have marked recent conflicts. 
 
Why? From Britain's point of view, Confrontation was deliberately played low key. The British 
public was much more blase about what were seen as brush fire wars in those days. It was 
happening a long way from home at a time when it was much more of an expedition to get to 
Malaysian Borneo – it took 27 hours' flying time from the UK to Singapore. There were no 
satellites to provide instant coverage - and more dramatic events were unfolding across the 
South China Sea in Vietnam. 
 
Interestingly, too, it was perhaps 
the last campaign involving the 
British in which the media had 
virtually no impact on 
operations. Although the 
Commonwealth losses were 114 
killed and 180 wounded, the 
campaign was brought to a 
successful conclusion. 
Meanwhile, the Vietnam 
situation continued to escalate 
to the eventual American pullout 
- and the never- ending debate 
about the media's influence on 
events leading to that 
withdrawal. 
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In Britain, we were not treated to nightly television coverage of the Confrontation situation. In 
fact no British TV teams or newspaper journalists were based in Malaysian Borneo, where 
they were only occasional visitors. Those who did bother to visit found that the - to them - 
impenetrable jungle made it impossible for them to rove around getting the wrong end of the 
'Ship me somewhere east of Suez' bamboo stick. They were totally reliant on the 
Commonwealth forces for transport and pretty well everything else. Anyone roaming alone 
outside the few populated centres such as Kuching and Tawau would have been in danger 
from the environment, the wildlife - much of which seemed keen to devour you - and from the 
opposing forces. 
 
But despite the lack of media coverage, as a young information officer in the Royal Navy 
Press Office at the Ministry of Defence in 1964 I was expected to be reasonably well informed 
about the developing situation in Eastern Malaysia. The formation of Malaysia, from the 
Federation of Malaya, Singapore (which later became independent) and the British colonies 
of Sarawak and Sabah in Borneo, had angered President Sukarno and frustrated his own 
'Greater Indonesia' ambitions. The previous July he had announced 'to crush Malaysia we 
must launch a confrontation in all fields.   We cannot talk sweetly to the imperialists.’ 
 
Confrontation it was, and British warships and small craft were now patrolling the coast and 
rivers to prevent enemy incursions and Naval helicopters and Army and RAF fixed and rotary-
wing aircraft were operating ashore with the Army and Royal Marines. 
 
I was keen to become involved and knew exactly what to say when called one morning to the 
office of Captain Bernard Maclntyre, the Director of Public Relations (Navy). Inevitably but 
affectionately known as Black Mac behind his back, he was a formidable man with a double 
wartime DSC and he did not waste words. 'What would you say if I asked you to go to Borneo 
on an unaccompanied tour?' he asked. 
 
Knowing that others had already been asked and turned it down, I knew I could score some 
career Brownie points here and told him I was keen to go. How soon could you go? he 
demanded, with the ghost of a smile. I had been rehearsing the answer to that one in the 
corridor. If you are going to score points, go all the way. A quick glance at my watch and I 
replied: I'll need to get my 
passport, but I could be ready 
to go by three o'clock this 
afternoon!   A slightly warmer 
smile. Good. But I don't think 
it'll be quite as swift as that. 
 
In fact it was two weeks later 
that a British Eagle Britannia 
shipped me 'somewheres 
east of Suez' on the first leg 
of the journey to Borneo. 
Thanks to radar trouble the 
journey to Singapore took 36 
hours but that was soon 
forgotten when I was met by 
Neville Taylor, the Far East 
Fleet Naval Information 
Officer, pictured right in white 
shirt, whose Borneo-based assistant I was to be. Neville and I were already friends - indeed 
still are today - and he and his wife Maggie invited me to stay at their bungalow in Johore 
Bahru, just across the   Causeway   from Singapore Naval Base.  
 
Neville, who went on to become Chief of Public Relations at the MOD and ended up as 
Director General of the Central Office of Information and Head of the Government Information 
Service, and is now a Vice President of the Pen & Sword Club was sent out as an experiment 
with the Far East Fleet. Previously the PR job for that then enormous 70-plus-ship fleet had 
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been done on a part- time, reactive basis by instructor commanders - 'Schoolies' - at the Fleet 
Headquarters and Neville had already proved that it could be done far more effectively and 
positively by a professional. However, this peacetime 'experiment' had quickly turned into 
something akin to a wartime role by the arrival within days of Indonesian parachutists, landing 
just up the road from the Causeway.  Confrontation was more than the Fleet Naval 
Information Officer could handle on his own 24 hours a day, so an assistant was needed to 
help out. 
 
On my first day in the Headquarters Neville took me to see the Fleet Commander, Vice 
Admiral Sir Desmond Dreyer, and my terms of reference were discussed. The temporary post 
of AFNIO has been approved by the Admiralty Board.... to enable a full-time civilian 
information officer from the Navy Department to be detached to Eastern Malaysia to cover 
Naval Operations. I was to escort visiting press on tri-Service coverage, make every effort to 
visit Resident Naval Officers in their shore bases and Commanding Officers of HM Ships, RN 
Air Squadrons and detached Naval parties, advise them on all aspects of PR and maintain 
close liaison with them. And I was to compile publicity material on them and the Royal 
Marines based ashore for use in the UK media. 
 
Finally I was warned: Naval public relations policy on the Far East Station is greatly 
influenced by the delicate political situation which exists and the Assistant Fleet Naval 
Information Officer must, therefore, exercise great care in dealing with all local and visiting 
press representatives. 
 

  
 
Above:  The Royal Navy’s legendary forward helicopter base at Nanga Gast where SAS 
men and sailors pitted their dart throwing skills against Iban blowpipe experts in the 
attap and bamboo pub, the Anchor Inn.  From here the Royal Navy helicopters inserted 
and replenished border patrols 
 
One of the chief sensitivities was the way we were to describe those taking part in the Borneo 
operations. All, irrespective of nationality, were to be referred to merely as 'security forces'. 
This was supposedly in order to deny Sukarno the propaganda weapon of being able to 
accuse the Commonwealth forces of being nasty neo-colonialists.  I was later to discover that 
this blanket security forces label was unpopular with the troops. If your battalion, ship or 
squadron has had a success you want the world to know. Even our local boy stories for UK 
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hometown newspaper consumption had to include phrases such as 'helping Malaysian 
security forces combat Indonesian aggression...” 
 
After the Admiral, a visit to the legendary Wong Kwee ('Toothy') Wong, the Chinese tailor 
whose shop was just outside the Naval Base, to order four pairs of lightweight trousers, a 
sharkskin dinner jacket and two evening dress shirts (things were still done in style then) - all 
for under £15 and made to measure within three days. 
 
Neville had already been forced by 
events to spend nearly as much 
time in Borneo as with the rest of 
the Fleet and his briefing and 
advice proved invaluable when I 
arrived in Sarawak, where I was to 
be based alongside the Resident 
Naval Officer at West Brigade 
Headquarters in Kuching. From 
there I was to cover a 2,000-mile 
stretch of coast and jungle.  
 
Far from the sea, the Royal 
Navy's press officer still 
frequently got his feet wet 
escorting journalists on tri-
Service visits.  
 
This account is a purely personal 
and necessarily compressed 
snapshot of how it was for me out 
there back in 1964. It is as I saw it 
from my own inevitably narrow 
viewpoint - not an attempt to write 
a detailed and erudite report of the 
campaign. I am also conscious that 
many others from all three Services 
were out there in the PR role at one time or another and apologise for not being able to 
mention all their names, exploits and achievements. Perhaps one day.... 
 
An important matter that had to be sorted out early on was the status of my appointment. 
Neville Taylor had already been forced on occasions to admit his unarmed, civilian status on 
the border had been a bit worrying for everyone. It would have been embarrassing for the 
Navy (and probably not much fun for the individual concerned) if an information officer had 
been captured by the Indonesians while wandering around the border area in plain clothes, 
so I was granted a 'time only' commission in the Royal Naval Reserve. 
 
On my second day in Sarawak I flew up to Sibu, where the Navy's 845 Squadron was based 
with its Wessex Helicopters. My diary records that minutes after meeting the Commanding 
Officer, a cigar chewing, tough but amiable character called Lieutenant Commander ‘Tank’ 
Sherman, I found myself flying over the jungle to photograph a medivac mission.  There 
had been a cholera outbreak among the Ibans and, with no roads; it would have taken days 
to get them to hospital by boat from their remote river-side longhouses. It was clear that the 
helicopters of all three Services and our Commonwealth allies were playing an absolutely vital 
role as the main means of mobility in a country of dense primary jungle with 200-300 ft. high 
trees, some of the world's most rugged terrain, torrential rains and often only tiny clearings to 
land in among the giant trees, sometimes with only inches to spare. 
 
 My Naval-issue Voightlander 35mm camera worked overtime and the story of the cholera 
medivacs made the UK nationals. Later the same day I flew on to 845 Squadron's forward 
base 30 miles from the Indonesian border. It was the legendary Nanga Gaat which boasted 
an attap and bamboo pub called the Anchor Inn where sailors - described by a visiting 
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Admiral as 'Those pirates' - and the odd SAS man played darts against Iban blowpipe experts 
and compared tattoos. I was told that at first the Ibans thought the Playboy centrefolds that 
adorned the walls were the sailors’ wives. These Ibans picked up a bit of sailors' English and 
came to believe that the entrance to the bar really was called an 'effing door' as in 'close that 
effing door’. The SAS men always had to stay out of sight when the media were in this 
forward base, although one national newspaper photographer managed to take a picture of a 
trooper with a shaggy beard and shoulder-length hair. It remains a mystery how the negative 
was lost in transit to Singapore  
 
Visiting a nearby longhouse was quite an experience too. Everyday dress for the men and 
women was loincloths and the happy children ran around naked. But they brought out their 
tribal finery for special occasions, and if you tried to take a picture of an Iban woman the 
chances were that she would rush away and put on a formidable bra, not out of 
embarrassment - it was merely their way of dressing up for the camera. 
 
Against my better judgment I drank the tuak rice wine thrust upon me by singing Iban 
maidens. Who could decline when there were many skulls- from World War II Japanese 
soldiers or earlier tribal troubles, I was assured - on show to remind me that it was not so long 
ago that these people had been head-hunters? The drink tasted foul but I sipped it politely. It 
was not all fun and games.  
 
The squadron was inserting and re-supplying patrols and activity was intense. There was 
plenty of opportunity to start fulfilling part of my remit and produce pictures and stories on the 
Navy and Marines. The helicopters were ideal for this.  
 
There was the spectacular casevac at night and in foul weather of an Iban boy who climbed 
sideways into the helicopter with a harpoon spear still sticking right through his head after a 
fishing accident. He made a complete recovery. There was the grateful mother who named 
her baby daughter Helicopter Anak Manjan after being rushed to hospital by the squadron 
when serious complications set in during childbirth. And one pilot reported spotting a new, 
unrecorded landing pad carved out of the jungle, landed, and discovered the local longhouse 
people had done the work in the hope that a helicopter would visit them... 
 
Not least, the jungle scenario made local boy stories easy to find. One of my favourites was 
about a pilot whose hobby was studying the extraordinary and abundant creepy crawlies that 
were all around us. I could not resist the catch line 'Lancashire insect man flies over the 
jungle.' 
 
Often men and supplies had to be lowered or casualties picked up by a chopper hovering 
above the trees because there was no space for it to land. This was real adventure flying. 
Just before I arrived, 845 Squadron's Wessex had used the SSll wire-guided missile in action 

for the first time - and highly 
successfully - against enemy 
camps on the Kling Klang Range 
near the Indonesian border, and 
eventually Neville Taylor won his 
battle to get security clearance 
for me to tell the story.  
 
Back in Kuching I settled into the 
little thatched wooden hut that 
was the PR office and got to 
know my colleagues from the 
other Services - the urbane Major 
Toby Garcia, who led on tri-
Service and operational matters, 

his civilian assistant information officer Bernard Long, who showed every sign of going native 
- and eventually did. The RAF representative was Squadron Leader Don Winterford, who 
tackled life as if he were still a fighter recce pilot. 
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He and I shared many an adventure and many a laugh then - and since. Later Don was 
replaced by Dick Carrington who took umbrage when the Indonesians machine-gunned the 
first helicopter he flew in near the Sarawak-Indonesian border. 
 
Soon I was getting around the naval parish, on coastal patrol in mine sweepers with flying fish 
and sea snakes gliding past, on river patrols in the small boats of Naval Party Kilo, each 
proudly commanded by a leading seaman, and in the frigate in the guardship role off Tawau 
in Sabah. 
There were visiting and local pressmen to escort on a tri-Service basis. Among them was 
Desmond Wettern, of the Sunday Telegraph. It was he who committed to print the Resident 
Naval Officer's description of the sailors who manned the small craft as 'the biggest bunch of 
scroungers since the wild dogs of Babylon'. It was such fun sailing with them and writing 
'Sanders of the River' style local boy stories on them.  
 
There was plenty of variety. One day I would be looking after JAK, the great Evening 
Standard cartoonist, who produced a brilliant Borneo portfolio, and the next escorting a group 
to a patrol base, just a mile from the Sarawak- Indonesian border.  
 
While the journalists were interviewing the soldiers who had beaten off an enemy attack, one 
of the raiders was brought in underslung from a bamboo pole - minus his head - and 
accompanied by Ibans 
who were playing 
football with it. My 
blood ran cold at the 
possible headlines. So 
much for the 
exhortations in my 
terms of reference. 
 
'Keep your hat on, 
there's no sense in 
tempting the old boy! 
'One of the cartoons 
by JAK of the 
Evening Standard 
which brilliantly 
captured the lighter 
side of the Borneo 
Campaign. 
 
But fortunately no 
‘headhunting atrocity' 
stories resulted. As I 
have remarked before, 
I learned a lot about 
defensive PR that day. 
The enemy raider had 
been killed in the firefight and the head was removed 'for identification purposes'. 
 
However, I did get a mild rocket from the West Brigade commander for allowing a soldier to 
mention to one of the Pressmen - out of my hearing - the role our artillery had played in 
cutting off the raiders' retreat. You simply cannot win them all. 
 
Tanjong Po Lighthouse, on the top left hand corner of Sarawak, was a great place to take the 
press - and a good source of local boy stories. We had to climb 400 steps and an almost 
sheer path to visit the handful of sailors manning a communications link. There can seldom 
have been a more remote posting but the Navy looked after them well. Among the first vital 
supplies flown in by helicopter were six live chickens, but they failed to produce eggs 
because they were terrorized by a five-foot iguana. 
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Sabah, the eastern part of Malaysian Borneo, was an important part of my patch, with the 
guardship, 40 Commando, Royal Marines, and the magnificent Whirlwind Mk 7s of 846 Naval 
Air Squadron based there. The Marines' main base still had plenty of bullet hole evidence of 
an earlier, infamous Indonesian attack in strength on a Malaysian unit. The marines of the 
Tawau Assault Group had some most unpleasant swamps to patrol. A few nights at a time 
being eaten alive by mosquitoes and burning off leeches was quite enough for me. 
 
Through an enormous pair of binoculars mounted on a patrol boat we could clearly see 
enemy marines of the Korps Komando Operasi on their nearby Nunukan Island base.  
 
Lieutenant David McDine, 
RNR, far right, with 
Malaysian journalists 
getting the story of a 
cross-border raid at first 
hand from the Royal 
Green Jackets who beat 
off the Indonesian 
raiders. 
 
Despite the security 
situation, which looked 
bad for a while as news 
reached us of two more 
enemy landings on the 
Malaysian mainland, you 
could always rely on our 
marines to find something to laugh about. My favourite tale was of the local chicken, delivered 
plucked, although fortunately not gutted to a patrol base     
 
But it was not quite dead and when faced with the cooking pot it stood up and staggered 
around. The sporting marines promptly adopted it as a pet and when I visited them there was 
talk of knitting it a sweater. It was a typical mixture of British services' humour and sense of 
fair play, but small wonder that most foreigners are convinced we are barking mad. 
 
It would have been impossible for the thinly strung Commonwealth forces to watch a 
thousand miles of ill-defined jungle border for incursions, but there were other ways. 
 
From the start the then Major General (later General Sir) Walter Walker, the Director of 
Borneo Operations (DOBOPS), had initiated a Hearts and Minds campaign. It included 
medical treatment - and medivac services where possible - for the Dyaks, plus help with local 
engineering projects. But paramount was the importance placed on the human relationships 
between our forces and the local people, who were to be treated with the greatest 
respect and friendliness. 
 
The remit was an easy one for British sailors; soldiers and airmen to fulfill because it is the 
way the vast majority of them always behave. This attitude was so much more successful 
than the 'Grab them by the balls and their heart sand minds will follow' approach adopted by 
others elsewhere in the region. 
 
The locally recruited Border Scouts and the SAS provided early warning of incursions by 
Indonesians operating from the apparent security of their Kalimantan (Indonesian Borneo) 
bases.   As Tom Pocock records in his excellent biography of General Sir Walter Walker 
(Fighting General, Collins1973) 
 
'These bases were safe from attack only because there had been no official declaration of 
war and the British government was anxious to avoid taking any step that would be presented 
to the Afro-Asian and communist factions in the United Nations as 'imperialist aggression'. 
Under the present rules of the game the Indonesians were free to violate the frontier but the 
Commonwealth allies were not. ‘But eventually cross-border operations codenamed 'Claret' 
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were sanctioned and the battle was carried to the enemy. These raids were carried out in 
great secrecy and part of our job was to make sure nothing was allowed to leak to the media 
at the time, although you could later read full accounts in Tom Pocock's book and in a number 
of regimental histories. 
 
After I had left Borneo, 
Lance Corporal 
Rambahadur Limbu, 
2/10thGurkhas, won the 
Victoria Cross on a 'Claret' 
operation inside Indonesian 
Borneo, but the location 
was not revealed in the 
citation and the full story 
did not come out until 
Confrontation was over.  
 
Winning hearts and 
minds was the name of 
the game, but the British 
Servicemen in Borneo 
did not need to be local 
people. Here, a Sick 
Berth Attendant of the 
Royal Navy treats a child 
with a full ‘waiting room’ 
looking on. 
 
Confrontation was an 
extraordinary episode in all 
our lives and the go-
anywhere press escort role enjoyed by PR officers gave us a wonderful opportunity to see 
every aspect of the campaign - from naval coastal patrols to footslogging through the jungle.  
 
In a few months I travelled more than 25,000 miles in 20 different types of rotary and fixed 
wing aircraft and in everything from an Iban longboat to a Commando carrier. As I handed 
over to my successor Tony Hobbs - an old school friend -I knew I was unlikely to experience 
such a Boy's Own Paper adventure ever again. 
 
The campaign finally ended with the signing of a peace agreement between Indonesia and 
Malaysia in August 1966, after nearly four years of fighting. The conduct of the campaign 
itself was classic in terms of the efficient use of minimum force and the unified command 
structure worked despite strong inter-Service rivalries. Can any worthwhile media handling 
lessons still be drawn from this long-ago and faraway campaign? Certainly, today's 
technology would have completely changed the nature of the media coverage in that it would 
now be instant via satellite, inevitably creating problems for the maintenance of operational 
security. 
 
The combination of the exotic setting and the new technology would make the idea of basing 
teams there full-time much more attractive. And if based there full-time, producers would have 
required at least a 'feed' per day, multiplying the cover and therefore making greater demands 
on operational and PR staff and on the units themselves. The volume and immediacy of the 
coverage would have put pressure on commanders, who as it was were able politicians back 
home - breathing down their necks. Today’s more inquiring, less inhibited (or is it less 
supportive of national interests?) journalists would have bubbled the 'Claret' operations and 
perhaps ignored the blanket 'security forces' tag to drive wedges between allies and hand the 
enemy propaganda weapons. 
 
But one thing would have still applied: in the formidable jungle terrain that existed at that time, 
access to the real action could only be achieved through hitching a ride with the military. The 
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military are likely to deny access if the media hazards operational security. So in order to get 
the ride, the media organisations need to come to a sensible agreement with the military over 
coverage ground rules. 
 

 
 
David (second from left) escorting the late Peter Duval Smith of the BBC (extreme 
right) on a visit to a jungle village while patrolling with men of the Argyll and 
Sutherland Highlanders  
 
Such agreements worked reasonably well in the Gulf and it was there - 27years on - that a 
chance meeting with an Indonesian television journalist brought my Borneo memories 
flooding back. He wanted to cover our 'Desert Rats', but we could only cope with a few of the 
hundreds of journalists who wanted to join a particular 'Desert Tour' and all seats were taken. 
He was about my age and looked ex-military. 
 
Were you a soldier? I asked. He nodded. Where were you in 1964? With the Army in 
Kalimantan. Shooting at us? He smiled. But I didn't hit you, did I?  
Fair enough. OK, we'll find room for your team on the trip! 
 
Ship me somewheres east of Suez, where the best is like the worst, 
Where there aren't no Ten Commandments an' a man can raise a thirst; 
For the temple bells are callin', an' it's there that I would be - 
By the old Moulmein Pagoda, looking lazy at the sea.......... 
 
Kipling 

 

 
 

Safe journey home Irish Friend, a true warrior 
‘Sábháilte cara sa bhaile turas na hÉireann, a chur ar ghaiscíoch fíor’ 
 
Malcolm Davidge pays a farewell tribute to a true friend and RAF 
colleague: a man with a sharp wit that earned the nickname - the ‘Irish 
Exocet’. 
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It is with great sadness that we report the death of club member Squadron Leader ‘Paddy’ 
Taylor RAF after a determined fight against cancer.  Paddy was a very experienced and 
highly regarded aviator and a security and project management professional who held senior 
positions in public service and commercial and voluntary sectors.  
 
A Specialist Aircrew Squadron Leader Navigator, his RAF career encompassed over 9000 
flying hours, primarily focusing on maritime anti-submarine 
operations in Nimrod and Shackleton aircraft, research, 
trials, development and standardisation roles in 
international and national defence spheres.   
 
Paddy is believed to have been the first ever Squadron 
Leader navigator captain in the RAF Nimrod fleet.   
 
He was a fluent and qualified Arab linguist and undertook 
Signals Intelligence roles deployed throughout Europe, 
Central America and the Middle East.  
 
Paddy held staff appointments serving with CinC Strike 
Command, CinC Fleet and ComGibMed; he was highly 
regarded in the tri-service environment and senior officers 
of both the Royal Navy and the Royal Air Force actively sought his counsel.  
 
There are many who consider that Paddy, right, would have reached the highest levels 
within the RAF had he not specialised as aircrew. 
 
During his time as OC Operations Squadron at RAF Gibraltar, when he was closely involved 
with high-profile counter-terrorist activity, extended inquests and the resultant international 
media attention, he showed exemplary professional and management skills. 
 
As Head of Security for the UK Ministry of Defence Research Establishments, he developed 
integrated security and management systems during the transition from governmental 
Defence and Test Evaluation to what is now an international commercial organisation of high 
repute  – QinetiQ.  In doing so he maintained a focus towards risk-based methodologies. This 
was innovative in moving away from a 'rule book' approach to more flexible assistance to 
business development and operations. 
 
For the last 12 years, Paddy was the company secretary to Malcolm Davidge Associates 
Limited - a Risk Management Company where he provided wisdom, humour and a focus, 
which has been sorely missed, since his passing. 
 

Paddy was an enthusiastic and active 
supporter of the RAF Benevolent Fund and 
the International Air Tattoo - where he 
undertook the particularly demanding role of 
VVIP liaison - and other charities connected 
to medical research. He also held the role of 
Chair of the European Chapter of an Anglo-
US Defence Association, which fulfilled his 
enthusiasm for fostering UK/US relationships.  
 
Paddy revealed the highest personal 
standards of integrity, intelligence and 
dedication to his family, friends and Service. 
He expected the same standards from others 

and was almost intolerant of those of whatever rank or status that he perceived to be a 
'poser'. This was more than countered by his deeply caring support to those who were 
committed professionals whether junior or in a learning role.  
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Possessing a sharp Irish wit, he had the ability to score points against even the most 
senior ranks, earning the nickname of 'The Irish Exocet’ for the effect on the recipient! 
 
Paddy was an extremely caring husband, father and grandfather who took great pride in his 
family and provided the utmost support to them all. It was typical of the man that he was still 
concerned for others, right up to the final stages of his dreadful disease when he still showed 
flashes of his sparkling wit and integrity. 
 
Paddy was a true family man, godfather, friend and aviator extraordinaire who demonstrated 
the highest standards in all that he undertook. I am proud to have been his friend and will 
always value the trust built from a close personal and professional contact over nearly three 
decades. 
 
Farewell old friend – you are sadly missed.   Your name and your reputation will live 
long. 
 

	  
Our Honorary Terrier - a man of 
many talents 
	  
Lieutenant Colonel John Mills, Royal Signals, who sadly 
passed away in October, was one of the first members of 
the Pen & Sword Club when it was formed to provide a 
close connection with officers retiring from the Pool of TA 
Public Information Officers, writes Mike Peters.   
 
A Regular SO2 P Info at HQ UKLF, John was welcomed with 
open arms by the Club because it was in his tenure that the 
TAPIOs started their rapid growth as the forerunner of today’s 
Media Operations Group.  He had proved himself more than 
worthy of becoming an Honorary Terrier! 
 
John was the epitome of calm, a cultured gentleman in all aspects of that word.  He was 
never fazed and when faced with supporting a gathering of the new TAPIOs  - all journalists 
from TV, radio, the national media and a host of morning and evening newspapers – he 
coped with aplomb.   They were an irreverent hard bunch with many already serving in the 

teeth arms of the TA and all wondering just why they had 
allowed themselves to be cajoled into what the Senior 
TAPIO described as a “busman’s holiday.”   John just got 
on with the job and his trademark smile won the day 
 
There were no vehicles, no equipment, no typewriters, 
and few cameras – apart from some battered Pentax 
pass-me-downs  – but a huge task to undertake.   It is a 
tribute to John and his immediate successors that the unit 
grew into a formation that quickly earned its reputation for 
finding, photographing and publishing thousands of 
stories about the Army.   From a small unit entitled 
Observer Officers who spent most of their time on 
SIMPRESS and providing newsletters during exercises, 
the TAPIOs had moved ahead.    
 
Ideas were formed and developed with the public 
relations professionals who joined TAPIO.  There were 
plans for Army News Teams and Combat Camera Teams 
(one in every brigade of British Army of the Rhine) plans 
for escort officers drawn from experienced majors of the 
TA, plans to bring in some of the best photographers and 
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cameramen available in the UK media, and detailed thinking of how, during the height of the 
Cold War, we would set up an international Press Information centre   should ever RED 
forces cross the Inner German Border. 
 
John took this in his stride and fought hard for the unit to get the recognition and material that 
it needed.  Soon the unit became integral to those huge multi-division armoured exercises 
that each autumn ground their way across the West German Plain. 
 
In 1982 John came into his own.  With P Info now hard into the troubled media interface of 
the Falklands War John mustered resources in UKLF and grasped a great chance.  With the 
war coming to its end he was selected and promoted to accompany Brigadier David 
Ramsbotham, Director of Public Relations (Army) and myself – then the Senior Army Press 
Officer in the MoD press office - to join the Governor, Sir Rex Hunt on his return to the South 
Atlantic. 
 
John fitted the task like a glove and as we faced the first groups of journalists to arrive in the 
Falklands  - there were about 12 every week – he worked hard to turn ingrained and mistaken 
opinions about media minders into the reality of an organisation that sat well between military 
and the media. 
 
John was not only a good media operator he was a great friend and earned his reputation as 
man who you would want beside you in a conflict.  He planned well and had mastered the art 
of leadership.  We often joked in later years how when I went down with more than a touch of 
Galtieri’s Revenge in Port Stanley how he had shared his spare pajamas.  I never knew how 
he managed to carry two pairs in the over stuffed packs we took on the C130 from Ascension 
island to Stanley. 
 

 
 
John surprised us all in the Falklands when we learned of his deep love and knowledge of 
music.  He was soon helping out the hard-pressed and inappropriately named Falklands 
Islands Broadcastings Service (FIBS) by hosting a music show.   I learned then of his passion 
for music and between us managed to get the Stanley Cathedral organ up and running.   
John was then in great demand to play at services.  The tin roof of the Cathedral, above, 
gave wonderful and sometimes-unusual acoustics as John’s organ playing was broadcast to 
the islanders. 
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John’s Army career was also interesting and varied as was his connection with British Forces 
Broadcasting Service. During his two postings to BAOR he earned his place on air and even 
took part in Family Favourites.   John served in Malta and Cyprus – he regaled us with tales 
of living on top of the Troodos mountains in a tent in temperatures that ranged from scorching 
to freezing and how he undertook two tours in Northern Ireland during the Troubles. 
 
On leaving the Army John worked for the Order of St. John and was their head of 
communications.  He was a member of the Institute of Public Relations and won a Sword of 
Excellence for his work.  Retiring a second time to the beautiful village of Coombe Bissett, 
near Salisbury, John stull kept up his broadcasting with local hospital station, Radio Odstock.   
 
That he was popular in both town and country in Wiltshire was evidenced by the packed 
church of St Michael where, as I would have expected, he was the organist and a leading 
light. 
 
It was a privilege to serve with John.  He proudly kept up his membership of the Pen & 
Sword Club and even when battling cancer for some seven years he still joined in.  He 
was a great man to know.  A good man to have at your side.   
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